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TO THE 


EDITOR FROM THE AUTHOR. 


In compliance with your desire, I send you 
fifteen drawings selected from my port-folio of 
Russian views and costumes, having subjoined 
to each a description as correct and interesting as 
my knowledge, few resources, and the shortness of 
time allowed me. It is the more agreeable to 
me to fulfil your wish at this moment, when I 
flatter myself that these little Sketches will be 
favourably accepted by the Public on account 
of the new interest and glory, which my coun- 
trymen have recently acquired, in co-operation 
with the noble efforts of the British Nation, for 
the establishment of general peace and inde^ 
pendence. 

The magnanimous conduct of the Emperor 
Alexander, which speaks by deeds more than 
by words, will justify the recital of several of his 
actions, which through his modesty have until 
now been left unnoticed. 

1 cannot but permit myself so.me obser\at 
tions, which 1 find indispensable accompani.^ 
merits to my Sketches, 
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A man who has never passed the barrier 
raised by nature, or by political institutions be- 
tween his country and the rest of the world, 
knows other nations, only through the medium 
of books, which are often tinged either with 
panegyric or satire. This is particularly the 
case with regard to Russia. If we were to judge 
of that country from the accounts of the majo- 
rity of travellers w e should certainly have a very 
false idea of it. Unfortunately Travels in Russia 
have generally been the objects of speculators, 
W’ho, taking advantage of the remote situation 
of that country, and desirous of rendering the 
narrative of their travels interesting, have related 
ridiculous wonders and strange falsehoods. For 
example, one of these enlightened observers 
laughs at the folly of the Russians in lighting a 
lire in the streets for the purpose of wanning 
the air. He, certainly, made this ridiculous 
observation after having seen in very cold wea- 
ther in the public places and squares, and near 
the theatres and {)alaces, fires lighted for the 
coachmen in waiting to warm themselves by. 
Another remarks, that in Siberia, there is a 
particular kind of dog, which they call sabaka. 
Sabaka, in Russian, exactly signifies dog in 
English. 8bveral travellers, after traversing the 
vast empire of Russia in three months, as for 
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instance — Dr. Clarke, have written the History 
of that Country, with Criticisms on its Language, 
without understanding a single v^ord of it** 
After experiencing Russian hospitality, the^ 
assume the right of calumniating the Russian 
people, and impose upon their readers. Un- 
fortunately such details, if they suit a certain 
party- spirit, not only obtain praise from those 
critical journals, which are regarded as the most 
impartial and enlightened, but arc even recom- 
mended by them for their fidelity ! 

Russia is quite different from all other 
countries ; its natives have some characteristics, 
which belong peculiarly to themselves. They 
must be studied in order to be described. Their 
constitutional vivacity places them as a people, 
wholly distinct from other northern nations. Let 
an Englishman, or a German dress himself in a 
Russian long wide coat, this alone cannot meta- 
morphose him into a Russian, and the Russian 
will never mistake him for his countryman. 

In this place I find it very apposite to give a 
translation of a Fragment of the new and inter- 
esting work of Mr. Fabre — Les Bagaielles~-> 
written with a masterly, spirited, and eloquent 
pen. This Fragment will give a general coup^ 
^tPeeil and lively picture of St. Petersburg. I 
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shall only add, that the foundation of this capi- 
tal was laid by Peter the Great in 1703, that 
it now contains 250,000 inhabitants, and is 
about twenty miles in circumference. 

“ If I could have, only for one day, the 
fairy Morgiana’s wand, I would deliglit myself 
in my own way, and here is wliat it Avould con- 
sist in: — On a fine spring or summer’s day, I 
w ould take with me a man from the most civil- 
ized country of the South of Europe, who should 
he celebrated for his enlightened mind, and the 
experience acquired from travels, and accurate 
observation of the world ; and I would transport 
him through the air to St. Petersburg. He 
should be blindfold whilst on the journey, and 
in this state I would conduct him to the Neva, 
to the place where all the merchant vessels ar- 
rive, to the quarter of the old Exchange. Before 
taking the bandage from his eyes, I would say 
to him — Sir, guess where you are ?-— -He would 
tell me — I smell about me merchandize — bale 
goods : here are oranges, lemons, walnuts, lea- 
ther, raisins. Now I hear the pulling of ropes; 
the cries of sailors, hauling up merchandize. I 
smell the tar of the rigging. I hear the ship- 
carpenters at work. I hear Danish, English, 
Swedish, German words, and others that are 
unknown to me, and that sound very soft, I 
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must be in the port of a commercial city.— 
Then I would take the bandage from the eyes 
of my fellow-traveller, transported with joy 
that he guessed right. Seeing a forest of mastS, 
and a variety of different costumes round him, 
he would be sufficiently compensated for the 
moments he had been deprived of light. 

“ Again, I would bind his eyes, and with 
one leap we should find ourselves in the middle 
of the summer-garden. We proceed along the 
great walk, in the shade of those majestic trees 
which diffuse a pleasing freshness. It is the 
rendezvous of the beau-monde of the capital. 
Sometimes you are crowded — ^you make way— 
and then avoid each other. Every thing is de- 
cent in this superb walk; every thing displays 
luxury and opulence, and an atmosphere of 
delicious perfumes precedes and follows the 
groups of elegant w'oraen. You meet gentle- 
men with the cross suspended from a button, or 
with a star under the lappel of a plain coat. 
The brilliant footmen, the negroes, the Turks 
in livery, the little marmosets dressed like Chi- 
nese, the running footmen, following their mis- 
tresses with shawls on their arms, the long row 
of equipages ranged at every gate of the garden, 
the variety, the magnificence of the spectacle 

a 2 
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strikes my observer with astonishment. I 
ask him — where does he think he is? — It is 
quite another world, he replies; it is an opu- 
lent city ; but it is not a commercial town. I sec 
a brilliant court, but I do not know of what citjs 
“ In order that my observer might not per- 
ceive that he moves in the same circle, 1 put 
the bandage over his eyes at every change of 
place. From the summer-garden I transport 
him into the middle of the island of Krestovsky. 
Here on all sides the citizens and artizans divert 
themselves after labour; some playing nine-pins, 
others smoking. Therethewholefamilies of these 
honest men under the shade of a tree are taking 
tea; others sitting round a table, are eating 
cold meats, or strawberries and cream. 'I'hey 
sing, they converse ; their young daughters a- 
muse themselves in swings ; others roll from the 
mountains *. Sir, my airy traveller says to me, 
just now 1 might have been in France ; but this 
is like a fair of a small German town. I hear 
their language-j- , their songs ; I see their man- 
ners. 1 must be very far from the place where 
we have just been. 

“ Suddenly I transport my observer to the 
island ofKamennoy. .1 place him on the bridge. 


111 cars on wheels, somewhat resembling sledges. 

+ A great man> of the artizans in 5 t, I’etersburg arc Germans. 



The enchanting island appears to our eyes as if 
floating on the silver waves. It is surrounded 
by voluptuous groves, by high and majestic 
trees. In the middle of the verdant amphi- 
theatre are planted numbers of delightful coun- 
try-seats; yellow, wh'te, rose, blue, and the 
most smiling colours distinguish the fronts of 
them. You cannot guess in what manner they 
are constructed : you might think they are of 
china, or of pasteboard, they seem to be so light. 
You perceive among them some of France, others 
of Italy, of England, of Holland, of China ; but, 
altogether, tliey are of no country. This cli- 
mate must be very temperate — must unite all 
climates. The sky is serene, the water is lim- 
pid, the vegetation is fresh and vigorous, I'his 
island is surrounded by many others : every- 
where water is seen, everywhere verdure, everj’- 
where enchantment and fairy land ! I do not 
know. Sir, whore I am. I cannot guess the 
style of the architecture, not even the climate, 
nor the vegetation. 

“ I transport my traveller to the new walk 
of the Admiralty. There are Englishmen ; 
here Turks, Spaniards ; there Armenians ; the 
latter born in Caucasus. I have seen those na- 
tions in engravings, they are here in nature : 
they act, they walk, as they would show them- . 
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selves. Is it an illusion or reality ? Each speaks 
hisovrn language. This is the rendezvous of differ- 
ent nations ; but they are not merchants. These 
buildings are not those of a commercial town. 
That is a palace, which must be the habitation 
of the greatest monarch. How large ! What 
inspiring grandeur! I must be in one of the 
first capitals of Europe ! 

“ The bandage is put on again, and my 
observer is transported to the street of Nevsky. 
Look around you, I say to him ; examine. Sir, 
these houses, and tell me where do you think you 
are ? He answers, such elegant houses, such places 
with flat roofs, are met with in Italy, in France: 
they are simple, and of an agreeable taste, but 
no distinst mark points out their country. This 
walk does not belong to London. London does 
not possess granite ; its streets are not so wide 
and spacious. Neither Amsterdam, nor Venice 
presents canals of this magnificence : these are 
not the uniform bricks of Holland, nor the dull 
gondolas of the Lagone ; which is not bordered 
by wide streets and footways ; iron-railing does 
not surround the waters of Amstel. This street 
surpasses in its length the celebrated street of 
Berlin. Neither Turin nor Florence possesses 
such dimensions. I do not behold the antique mo- 
numents of Rome, but I see columns of marble; 



Marble and granite strike the eye everywhere. 
Everywhere I find a bloom and elegance, which 
I have not seen in other places. London, Paris, 
Vienna, have not these equipages. There the 
movement is great, here it is more noisy and 
precipitate. This city. Sir, says my traveller, 
is one of the first in the world ; this is the fifth 
which you have shown me. 

“ Keeping him still in suspense, I place 
him suddenly in the midst of the Russian, Livo- 
nian, and Finland peasants. There he is at 
the hay-market. He is afraid of their bushy 
beards, of tlieir bristly chins, of these men in 
coarse pelisses, or in coarse woollen cloth, with 
fur caps. Their hairy breasts, their bare necks, 
their shoes made of the bark of trees, astonish 
and amaze him. What equipages ! What har- 
ness ! I have never seen such before. What do 
these wooden arches mean on the necks of the 
horses ? All is ructic and vigorous, all is strange j 
even the horses ! I never saw so near an ap- 
proach to the infancy of the human race, and 
its misery. This, Sir, is the sixth city to w'hich 
you have conducted me ; those men and equi- 
pages are foreign to the habitations which sur- 
round this immense place. We have passed from 
the extreme point of civilization to its opposite. 

“ You saw, Sir, I say to him, one and the 



same city; and in your various travels you re- 
mained within the same circle. Guess now, 
Sir, where you are ! 

“ This city, my observer would answer me, 
if it is in Europe, cannot be any other than St, 
Petersburg. Such a pleasing and various aspect, 
marked by such great features, is not an append- 
age of any other city in the world. 'I’his seems 
to belong to all nations, encloses more than one 
climate, and comprehends all extremes,” 
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A H E actions of a groat, and good Sovereign 
are ever open and conspicnons; they invito scru* 
liny — they connnand admiration. The history 
of them is recorded in tlic hearts of all his snhjects. 
A monarch who jtistly estimates the glory of his 
station has but one wish : it is — to be the father 
ot his j)cople; the assert or and defender of their 
rights: the protector of their liberties; their in- 
structor and their guardian. Such a monarch is 
tlie Emp(Torof Russia. Hisaccession tothethronc 
was as the dawn of a new and glorious day over 
those vast regions and that multitude of nations, 
w hich he was called to govern. 

How pleasing, and at the same time how easy 
a task is it to trace the course of such a luminary 

B toward 
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toward its brij^ht and uiioloudod zonitli; cljccriii«' 
and aniinatinjr in its proj^rcss all who dwell within 
the great sphere; of its influence. 

Alc.xander Paulovitz acceded to the throne of 
alt the Kussias on the 12lli of March 1801, and 
was crowned, according to the cnstoin of his an- 
cestoi*s, in the ancient capital of Moscow, in the; 
same year, on the 15th September, at the ago 
of twenty-four. 

Educated in the principle.s of the great ('u- 
thcrine, inheriting all her great and august qua- 
lities, and endowed Avifh a spirit of the purest 
philanthropy, he, on receiving the crown of the 
Czars, fullilled the hopes of his subj(;cts b) the 
proclamation of those Ukases, which prove that he 
was sent to establish the happiness of Russia 

On the second of April 1801, he abolished b\ 
his imperial decree tin* secret bureau of Justice, 
and by another decree eqvially philanthropic and 
humane was appointed a commission for the exa- 
mination of the processes of the unfortunate exiles 
in Siberia, While the former ensured the safety 
and self-confidence of his subjects, the other recal- 
led from exile many useful members for society, 
and for the eminent semce pf their country. 

These Ukases were followed by one still more 

beneficent. 
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iKMicliceiit. This was the principle of voluiitai’y 
<Mili-aiiclii/-emeji[t of the Russian peasant, to which 
many of the Russian no1)Ies, as his majesty ex- 
pected, cheerfully conformed. Counts Romanzoff) 
Demidoft^ and Prince Koorakin, immediately en- 
franchized several thoiisands of their peasants ; 
and it is calculated now that more than 100,000 
men have received their liberty, with their landed 
property fr<^m dificrcnl otlier nobles. 

One of the iirst objects of his majesty’s ambi- 
tion seemed to be the coinplt'lion of that grand 
system of national improvement of which his great 
ancT-stor Peter the First had so w'isely laid the foun- 
dations. To this end he adopted in 1802, apian 
of public institution entindy new in Russia, and 
formed on the model of the best institutions existing- 
in Europe, Establishing-parish-schools, and ( (mtral 
schools; gymnasia and universities; he admitted 
four tlegrees for the cultivation of the sciences in 
his empire. These institutions, in the course of a 
few years, weic judiciously modified and ameli- 
orat('d. Russia has now six universiti(!s, con- 
<lucted by excellent professors in every depart- 
ment of science and learning; possesses forty-two- 
gymnasia, one for each goveniment ; normal 
schools for medicine, for the nobility, the military, 
the marine, commerce, agriculture, the forests, 
tlie fine arts : oxcellent institutions for Jbe educa- 

r. 2 lion 
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tion of tlie fail- sex, under the direction of the 
Empresses. There are also several learned soci- 
eties of very recent date : a society of belles lettres, 
another for the cultivation and improvement of the 
Russian language, and another for history and li- 
terature. Public, libraries aliound, and the taste 
of all classes for literary and scientific pursuits 
may be estimated from the increasing number of 
printing-presses, established in all parts of this 
vast empire. 

By another ukase his maje.sty established se- 
parate administrations : that of just ice, of military 
affairs, naval affairs, foreign relations, interior 
relations, e.ornmevee, and instruction ; and, some 
years afterward, that of police. 

By an ukase dated October 21, 180.'?, Iherewas 
established a commission of the laws. In 1811 ap- 
peared the first volume of the results of the labours 
of that commission ; it treats of personal ri<i;Iils. 
According to the original plan, approved by his 
Majesty, this commission was to occupy itsidf: 
First, on the univcr.sal principles of right. Secondly, 
on the modification of t he same principles, and ex- 
ceptions for some parts of the empire, according 
to their situation and their individual relations. 
The uka.se of the 7th March 1809, gave to the 
legislative- commission a new direction; it was 

enjoined 
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enjoined to occupy itself, first on tlie civil code ; 
secondly, on the criminal code ; thirdly, on the 
commercial code ; fourthly, on the difFeront de- 
partments of political occonomy and public right 
in general ; fifthly, on the adoption of the provincial 
laws, tor the governments of Little Russia and 
conquered Poland. 

In the year 1809, his Majesty ordained the 
formation ot a su})reme administrative council, 
consisting ot thirty-two nnnnhei’s and four presi- 
dents ; one for every section in which it is divided. 
Over this council the Emperor presides in person 
when present at their meeting, and in his ab- 
sence a commissioner, who was to be changed 
every year. First section, that of legislation ; 
second, of the administration of justice in all af- 
fairs, spiritual and temporal; third, of military 
atiairs by sea and by land ; fourth, of the internal 
teconomy, comprising the finances, commerce, 
manufactures, agriculture, medical superintend - 
ance, public instruction, and every other branch 
of domestic administration. 

One of the most essential articles — the com- 
munication between various parts of the interior 
by water, was confided to the tare of the Prince 
of Oldenburg ; who, with so much zeal and intelli- 
gence, has improved this irnporlant object. There 

have 
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have been established several canals for the junc- 
tion of the great and the small rivers, and mounds 
have been, raised on the banks of those whose 
Inundations were dangerous. 

The reign of his Ma.jesty was also illustrated 
by the successful achievement of a voyage round^ 
the world by the captains Kruzenstern and 
Lissianskoy, on board (he ve.ssels Neva and Na- 
dojda. 

The Emperor Alexander, v\cr zealous for the 
encouragement of the tine arts, has embellished 
his empire with some of their best productions, 
and is the creator of the most superb public edi- 
fices in Russia. 

On reviewing the rise, progress, and accom- 
plishment of tlieso truly imperial plans for the 
amelioration of his government, and the strength 
and happiness of his people, we should naturally 
be led to suppose that the Emperor Alexander 
had enjoyed a r('lgn of peace and security from 
all hostile attacks. How much grander, how 
much more magnanimous does he appear when 
we reflect that nhile intent on these noble aims, 
a great part of his military force was occujiied by 
a long and vexatious war with Turkey and Swe- 
den ; that he bore a principal share in those dis- 
quietudes 



quiotudeSjWith which the Despot of Prance atHicted 
all Europe ; that having twice taken up arms for 
the deliverance of Germany, luu ing twice nego- 
ciated peace in the spirit of peace, he gave 
proofs of (he most heroic and angelic forbearance 
during the last and most flagrant outrage, which 
Bonaparte committal — the invasion of Russia. 
If Alexander had in his two former w ars sustained 
some reverses, tliey did not alienate the hearts of 
his subjects; like his great ancestor the Emperor 
Peter the First, ht' atapiired glory in defeat, and 
his faithful amii('s lu'roically retired to await the 
day of retribution. At the last and more trying 
moment, when the sacred city of Moscow was 
\iolated by the French, his confidence in God, 
and in the loyalty of his subjects never foreook 
him; the ties of loyalty and aflection, which bound 
them to him, strengthened by being strained ; 
their hearts acquired stronger teinj)ei- by being 
tried in the fire of adversity, and w hen (he sacri- 
fice of Moscow was performed, their united indig- 
nation and patriotic revenge rolled forth jn one 
full and resistl( ss tide, broke down the entire 
strength of the most mighty army ever known 
in the world, and drove its scattered reiriains 
from the plains of Moscow to the banks of the 
Seine. 

Nor wastin' magnanimous spirit of Alexander 
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less eonspicuous in conquest than in adversity 
When Ilonaparte entered Moscow, he entered 
like a wild beast; all Ptaris hailed the entrance 
of Alexander, not as that of a destroying hut of 
a restoring angel. His perseverance in the most 
arduous contest recorded in the annals of the 
world has been always super-human ; and no 
doubt its reward will be glorious He will cairv 
back with him to his capital (he beneriicti' n ot 
all Europe, for her resiored lihcrlies; he will ix 
hailed then with lh(‘ yirondest. the most eyalled 
title, that the gratiludoof Iniman beings cu t - e 
stow on an earthly monarch — that of the father 
of his counlri/ and (h‘!iv<'rcr of Europe ! 'I’li 
works of peace, with wiiich lu; so nobly be 
gan his leign, will be perh'cted under his patiTU J 
care, the loyalty, tin; inteliigenee. the seiene*- 
the social affection, and the spirit of improvement 
which he lias jilantcd and clnirished in the hearts 
of all Russians, w ill grow' and llourish under his 
fostering eye, and the world w ill recognize as head 
of the mightiest and most extensive of its empires. 
(he best of men ! 

Among the acquisitions made by the arms 
of the Emperor Alexander, one of the most im- 
portant was that of Finland, which was indispen- 
sable to the safety of his capital, and was planned 
by his ancestors. On the west he aggrandized 

his 
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i‘- eiiipiro l>y annexation of the government 
fl( hs/o(/,\ nnd on the east by that of Georgia, 
iieli eonuiry '• oluntarily submitted herself to 


jMEMOIR 



MEMOIR 


OF THE 


EMPRESS OF RUSSIA. 


X HE of fhe Empress Elizabeth is like (he 
course of a pure stream : which, tranquil in itself, 
disperses the most efficient benefits wherever it 
flows. The unfortunate never quit her portals 
without relief and comfort ; the injured, in this 
angel of goodness find protection and justice; 
the aged and the fatherless, under her roof, are 
blessed with an assylum ; real merit in art or in 
science may depend on her for encouragement 
and the most effectual patronage. 


The union of her Majesty with the Emperor 
Alexander took place on the tenff^ of October, 
1793. Descended from the illustrious house of 
Baden, shipli this occasion, exchanged the name 

of 
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t>f Louisa Maria Augusta, fbr that of Elizabeth 
Alexieviia, aud was crowned at Aloscow on the 
15th Se|)toruber 1801. Her Majesty was born 
Juituary 13lh, 1779. 

A tender and affectionate consort, she was 
doomed to sustain the affliction of losing two dear 
pledges of so happy an union ; in these infants 
were centered the <;herished hopes of Russia; and 
tlie giMieral grief at their loss was exceeded oidy 
by the sorrows of their disconsolate parent. These 
sorrows deeply affected tlie health of her Majesty. 

All the hours which her Alajesty can abstract 
from the duties other exalted situation aj-e entirely 
ilevoted to the cultivation of science and the fine 
arts, in which she is Ihoi’oughly skilled. 

The person of her Alajesty is perfectly propor- 
tioned ; her air and demeanour, though replete 
with goodness and condescension, are inaiked 
with a dignity tiuly imperial, and command uni- 
versal admiration and respect. 
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THE 



THE MONUMENT 


or 

PETER THE GREAT, 

IN 

ST. PETERSBURG, 


In this monuinciil, so justly ooU'bratod foi’ its 
beauty and inaj^nificeiicc, is beheld acoinbinatioii 
of the sublime and majestic, worthy of the "leat 
monarch whom it represents, and t haracteristic 
of the taste and enterprising' genius of the jnin- 
cess who raised, and detlicated it to him, in the 
year 1782. On the momnnent is tliis very la- 
conic, atid at the same time, eloquent inscription : 

Petro Primo. 

Cathakina Seconda*. 

M.DCC.LXXXI. 

The Emperor, mounted on a beautiful char- 
ger, is crowned with laurel, and in a costume, 

half 


^ To Peter the Tibi Catharine the Second. 






MONUMENT OF PETER THE GREAT. 


IS 


half Russianj and half Roman. In pointing’ M ith 
his right hand towards the ri\er, the admiralty 
and academies, lie reminds the s|)eetator that the 
navy, the arts and sciences, originated, and were 
fostered in Russia, under his own protecting' care; 
and seems to say ; ” The wonders you behold, 
are my work.” 

His impetuous courser appears on a steep and 
barren rock, in the attitude of climbing ; whicli 
seems to denote, that it re(|uired this monarch’s 
utmost strength, I’ourage and ])erseverance, to 
surmount all obstacles in his ascent to the sum- 
mit of glory. 

The skin of a vanquished lion series for a 
saddle, and the horse treads on a hideous ser- 
pent, which represents the overthrow of envy and 
supin’stition. 

The Empress Catharine, inspired wnth enthu- 
siastic admiration for this great monarch, con- 
ceived the desig’u of raising a monument, \vhich 
should not disgrace his memoi*y ; and in tin; year 
1766, having approved of the inotlel projected by 
IMf- Falconet, she empow^ered him to carry it 
into execution. 

To obtain a block of stone large enough for 
the pedestal, was the next object of consideration; 

and 



14 - MONUMENT OF PETEK THE GREAT. 

and after some pains and labour, a rock, answer - 
itJg- the purpose, and of the finest granite, was 
found in a forest otj the br)r<lers of Fiidand, about 
ten miles from St. Petersburg, and three from the 
G ulfof Cronstadt. This rock, wiien separated from 
its bed, measured on the spot twenty-one feet in 
heiglit, twenty-one in breadth,, and thirty-two in 
length; and weighed, according f(t‘ mathematical 
calculation more tl>an three millions of po\nuls. 
The removal t>f it would have l>een attended with 
the greatest difficulty, had not a. peasant from 
Archangel, who happened to be amongst the la- 
bourers, invented, as it were by inspiration, a ma- 
chine*, which, being very simple, was universally 
^approved of In consequence of this, a catuseAvay 
was built from the spot w here the rock stood, to 
the river side ; four hundre«l men drew it upon 
sledges by means of enormous brass globes, Avhich 
rolled iti oblong boxes of the same metal : every 
day it was moved 1600 feet. After reaching the 
bank of the Neva, it was conveyed upon an im- 
mense raft. 

The statue and the horse are composed of 
brass, with some portion of tin and zinc. They 

weigh 


^ People envious of the Ruifsians, say that they po.ssess onl y in a hiftli 
degree the art of imitation: but is not this a sign of a soul of a superior 
stamp ? We k*now that the tutors of Leibnitz found in him only a ca* 
pneity for iiuitutiou* 
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41,014 pounds. To produce an oqtu- 
librium 100^000 pounds of iron was added to 
tlie hinder parts of the horse. The head, the 
hands, the feet, atid the drapery, arc only three 
lines * thick. The bocly of llie rid(!r, as Avell as 
the head and the forc-fe('t of (!k> horse, are four 
lines. The other parts are an inch in thickness. 

There are very few statjies of the .same .size 
east witli such delicacy : and its execution is as 
tine as its coiic<'|>tion is j^reat. Above all, the 
horse is full of cx})r<'ssion and nature; the smallest 
muscle is to In* ))erceived. Vast sums were ex- 
pended on this monument. 

Its consecration was celebrated on the 7th of 
August, 1782, with great military pomp, w ith the 
discharge of cani\on, accompanied with music. 
The Empress was present at this ceremony, and 
it was a day of joy and hap[)incss to every Russian. 

''rhis epoch Avas rendered still more dear ta 
them, as it aa as signalized by an imperial decree, 
annulling all laAv-suits that had existed moi’e than 
ten years ; and gave liberty to all those debtors 
who had been more than five years in prison. It 
also annulled all debts not exceeding five hnn- 

dred 


* A line is the twelfth part of an inch* 
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drccl rubles, which w^ero due to the crown. On 
this occasion medals of gold and silver were struck 
ami distributed. 

The Rus.sian monarchs have always comme- 
morated signal events by their liberality and be- 
neticence. 

This monument is in the cc'utre of a large 
square, surrounded by the finest editices ; amongst 
which are a church built of juarble, the s(!- 
nate house and the riding acadc'iny of tin* horse 
guards, which is an imitation of an ancient temple 
of Minerva. The bridge of tin; Nc'va is in front 
of it, and on the otluT side of the river is the 
beautiful building of the aeademy of fiiu' arts. 
The monument is enclosed by a handsome iron 
railing, highly gilt. 

Nothing can lie more imposing and maje.stic 
than the coup d'nrll wdiich this statue presents, 
when viewed from the side of the river Neva, and 
especially when the horizon is filled with small 
clouds, gilded by the rays of the dejiarting sun. 
I’he effect is then uncommonly b(‘autifnl, as the 
pedestal is hid from the sight, and the horse and 
rider appear to be gliding through the heavens. 
What a fine subject for a painter! what sensations 
does not this excite? 


Wher(« 



MONiMi:XT OP PETER THE GREAT, 


17 


WIkmu? is thv Russian who can behold this 
inoinmKMd without beinj;- jHMietrated with adnu- 
ralion and ij^ratitude towards his benefactor? 

Ih^ter the Great, lik(‘ a benevolent genius, ap- 
peared on tli(^ horizon of Russia and enliglitened 
its darkness. It was he who first introduced the 
arts and sciein es — who created formidable armies 
and navies — who made wise and liberal laws: in 
short, it is to him that Russia owes her happiness 
and glory. 

Thomson has justly celebrated this immortal 
Emjieror in the following beautiful lines: 

What cannot active govennncnt perform; 
Nevv-mouldiug man ^ Wid<'-strctching from these 
shores, 

A [)eople savage from remotest time, 

A huge neglected empire, one rasl mind, 

I3y heaven inspir’d, from Colliic darkness call’d, 
Iimnoital Peter! liEst of monarchs ! he 
His stubborn countiy tam’d, her rocks, her dens. 

Her floods, her seas, her ill-submitting sons; 

And while tlie fierce Barbarian he subdued. 

To more exalted soul he rais’d the man. 

Ye shades of ancient heroes, ye wlio toil’d 
Through long successive ages to build up 
A labouring plan of slate, beliold at once 
The wonder done ! behold tlie malcbless prince, 
Who left his native diroiic, where reign’d till then 
A mighty shadow of unreal power; 


I) 


Who 
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yVho greatly spurn’d tlic slothful pomp ot courts 
And, roaming even y laud, in every port 
11 is sceptre laid aside, with glorious lu'uul 
I^nvcaricd plying the mcchaiji(r toOl, 

Gather’d the seeds of trade, ofusel’ul arts 
or civil wisdom and of martial slvill. 

Oliarg’d with the stores of Europe home he goes ! 
Tlten cities rise amid th’ illiiininVI waste ; 

O er jo 3 dess deserts smiles the rural reign ; 
Far-distant flood to flood is social joiiiVl ; 

Tld astonisli’d Eaxiue hears the Baltic roar; 
Proud navies ride on seas that never fr^ain’d 
With daring keel before ; and armies stretch 
Each way their daz?;ling files, re|>ressing heie 
The frantic Alexander of tlie North, 

And awing there stern Olhtuau^ slirinking sons. 
Sloth flies the land, and ignorance and vtce^ 

Of old dishonour proud : it glows around 
Taught by the rojjal hand that rous’d the whole 
One scene of arts, of arms, ol‘ rising trade ; 

For what his wisdom plann’d, and power enforc’d 
More potent still, his great example shew’d. 
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iMOSCOW will serve to all ppsi|erity as a mo- 
luimcnt (>r iiatioiuil pride', and ^^acrificc for the 
honour of (he country; a sacrifice, sjich as die 
amuils of history do not present us. She will rise 
as a phauiix (foin h(‘r ashes with increased splen- 
dour and "lory ! Still (he remembrance of her 
ruin will In; as interoistin"' to every man, as they 
will be dear and sacred to every Russian. 

“ Onr arri\al at Moscow,” says Mr. Coxe, 
was announc(‘d lo us at the dislance of six miles 
by (In' spires of (he steeples. They arose above 
an eminence which terminated the lonjij avenne 
wliich cut across the forest. Two or three miles 
further on we ascended that eminence, from 
w hence (lie most enchanting*' scene struck ourv iew. 
Jt was that immense city which is extended in (he 
shape of a crescent, and presents innumerable 
churchos, towers, « ilded spires, domes of edifices 
painted j^rei'n, red, and white, which glisten with 
(he sun, and dazzle the si.'^ht.” 


Moscow 
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Moscow i)ccanicllicciij)itiil oftlic Hiissian cm 
pirc and the reskh'iiee ol'tJie uionavclis al)ont flic* 
coinrnenceinent ol’tJie {oin-teeiith centiin . !l is si- 
luaUal in longitiidiiSa" 2(i' 13", laiiliide LV 20" 
It is about six Imndn'd leai^iies tVoin Paris, three 
hundred and forty (roni V ienna, thricluindred and 
hfty from C'oiislant i!U);)le, and two hundred and tifty 
IVoin Stockholm. It is luxirlv (aiilit lea<ruesin eir 
cumfercnce, w hich laaiders it the largest cit y of Imi 
rope; but the greater part of tln^ houses being 
only of one or two stories, and having large' gar- 
dens and spacious court -yards, its |»opn!alion is 
not etpial to its exte'ut. According (o the most 
correct calculations lately made, this capital con- 
tained ahont 450,000 inhabitants; which miinlx'r 
diminishes by several thousands diiringevc'i y sum- 
mer season. 

In the time of the Czar Michael, Alo.scow 
eontained alnnit two thousand ehiirehes. This 
number seems extraordinary ; but it imi.'<l In' iin 
derslood that every rich nul)leman would have a, 
eliureli in his own house. 4Miis nnrnher was snh- 
secpiently mneh red need; so that lately there; 
were only three hundred and fonrl<;en, exelnsivc. 
of six for foreign worship, and tvvc'iity -tbiir con- 
vents. AIoscow contained one hnndred and tl)ur- 
teen large streets, four hmulred and sixty-three, 
bye-streets,. seventeen bridgevs, eight iinjeerial pa- 
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laces, I'-' cnIy-lvvo <‘i1y gales, juul oncliundrcd and 
iil'iy cigiii inaiuiiacforics. 

Tliiscify is sil!ia(<Ml in <hc coni re of (he enijiire, 
tnul is ;'‘i\ ironc!! hy I’ne nH>si alnnidant and fertile 
j)ro\ (iiees, wliicli fsirnisli it witli all kinds of jiro- 
visions and neci'ssaries at tin' lowc'st rate. Its 
sihiation is el('val('d, la'antilid and dry. Mesides 
tlie }vk» rivers Moslrica and Ttiroimn., it has a snp- 
(dy oi'iiesli water from an a(|Mdiiet of fifteen miles 
in e\l'iif; a work worthy ancient Rome.'*. Its 
eliimite is ])nre and healthy. Earthquakes and 
ot'ier scourge's of nature are unknown to it. 

M(»seow' is dividt'd into four parts, each of 
whieii lias its name: — 

I. 'rhe Kre'iidin, or the fortress. 

3. hilai-g'oroil, which, in tlie I’artarian tongue, 
sjgniiies the central city; being situat('d betwci’ii 
tlie Kri'inlin and the lyhilc-'rown. It is ('iicotn- 
passed by wads, formerly painted red, and was 
deti'uded by twelve sipiaro towers and a ditch. 
'Plu'sr' were constructed by John Vassilicvitch 
the second. 

.\mongst the chief e<lificcs and ostablislunenls 

in 


* Tills aqticJucl was bt-guu by Catherine II., and completed by 
Alexander, 
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in this part of tlic rily. were remarked — Isf, (lie 
Mnnaafry of Ikonof^paslaj. whovc Ahwi' was a eo!- 
le«'<\ ill Avhieh were Creek, Hebrew, lialiii, 

Russian, Freneii, 'rjieology, and I’liiloMipliy )o 
sucli as are destiin'd for IIk' elnireli ; ‘id. th(‘ 
A//;//, where Ibnnerly lived the liimily o[’ Ro)ita>i 
off; 3d, Gasibioy-lK-or, or liie Coiiiniereiat 
Square, whieh is eom])Os,‘d of upwards of leu 
thousand shops and stons, built of briek, uilh 
arches, in 17b5. Ev<M y kind of men iiaudi/e had 
here its ow'u row of shops, 'Miiieh had ils iiaeie. 
for instanee, SU.verKtnilh Rov;.. Dt'ajx r.- . - 

wr/kerfi', &c. &(\ It was a sod of hibyriulii, bom 
which a straii'^er wouhlbiid ildilficiilt to exlricatc 
hinis('lf. To these ediliees b!'Iou<>’ two iuuueust' 
s([uares, one of w hich was eoustaully full of peo- 
ple, and somewhat resembled tlie Foriiin of Roimv 
4(h, Peter the Gn'at established her<' silk ma- 
nufactures in the buildiii"' anciently deslim d for 
the ambassadors. 5th, there Avas also in this 
part a botanic <i-a,rden, the j^ranary, and the salt 
magazine 

3. RcUoij-gorod, or fVhtte-toxcn. This jaaii 
of the city euccunpassed the other two cpiarters 
and has its name from the vAhite AAalls which 
surround it, and which were raised in 1587. It 
w'as here that all the most opulent nobles of the 
empire had their residence^ and one beheld the 

magm- 



paiaxfs «,>f l!u‘ lliisi-jiai.i !orIs with ad- 
1]( Tc vvrn- <.'n(irc sln'Cts c‘omjX)S(,'d of 
fiu sc r(iir!coS', \\li< TO tiic fxti'oino c(jiitrasts seen in 
< [)!iiis of iMoscov\ wort' not ohscia ithlc. Hci'C 

l i t' nlMi an inlinit-;' ninnlx'r <d‘ pnblic instilnlions. 

: ' iiff'a! in (luiroifirct . asj>Tand in lln'iraiJjX’ar.incf, 

f’or ihsiance; I’irsl, ill Utihersi/jf A'onniled in l'/5n 
!,i dif’ fnnprt'ss Eliza both, wlievc Avoro tan»ht all 
Ha lan- uaip'S :nid scion< <“< on (ho same plan as 
H <>! sliomost ooh'braJod nniversities in the worltl 
'* M ‘His imivooity iielon^'ofl two acadeniios, a 
t n Hfi v of j»iiniini>- typos^ a piinting olliee, a li- 
M , , a ohoinical Jaboratoiy, a liali for j)hi!o,so])lu- 
i ;d a}>paratus, a eabinot of minerals, an aiuphi- 
ihoalri'. a botanic f^ardcti, suid several learned 
sooiotics Secotul, the fV/// Dispensanj, which 
was esteemed to equal (be best in Europe , 

4 ZnnUmiop-gorod, or (lit -//end /««•?/, encom- 
passes t h(‘ three others, from which it issepara tixi by 
a ramparto! Carth, whieb (lie Czar Theodore caused 
to be raised i: 1591. Access was had to it for- 
merly by tiiirty -four wooden gates, wlieroof only 
two had late ly remained. Amongst the number 
of public edifices in this part of the cajiitab the 
foundling hos^iital, built where in former times 
stood (he gtirdens of Czar Basilins, lioids (he first 
rank, as well for its beauty as for its utility^ and 
r ominands the admiration of all. Here more than 



24 - 


MOSCOW. 


six thousand orphans conslantly retu'ivo an asylum 
and support^ and boconie g’ood citi/ens or l>ra\(; 
soldiers^ according to their dispositions. 

The city of Moscow is environed by thirty 
STd)urbs, which are wholly nnited with the city, 
amongst which the German was the most •■onsi- 
derable. In this stood the impf'rial palace, built by 
General Leforl, where Peter the Second i-esid<'d and 
died; and also the Gaieraf IJospital,hi\\\t by Peter 
the Great in 1606. To these cstablishnn-nts lliis 
Monarch annexed a medical school, and se\eral 
others for surgery, botany, drawing and Latin. 
There was an academy furnished with anatomi- 
cal preparations and some monstrous Foclus. 

Besides this hosj)ital there; vvere six otlun s at 
Moscow, where the infirm, of whatevtu- nation they 
might be, vvere attended at the expense of tin; go- 
vernment. Moreover, there were two hos|)itai.s 
erected by the beneficence of two nobles of Mos- 
cow : one by Prince Galilzin, and tin; otht;r by 
Count Sheremetojf. Never did two individuals 
beepjeath to humanity such monuments, of which 
their f<‘llow citizens might tndy l)oast. Up^'.ard.s 
of two hundred paupers were; atbmded gratis. 
There they were alleviated, as unfortunate men 
ought to be by their brethren, and as sacred 
hospitalit.y rtapiires. Those buildings were mag- 
nificent 
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Miiicoutaud the areliitecture sujmtI). There wero 
also iVmds helon»-ini? to (hose hospitals, horn 
wliich annual distributions wore made amonjyst 
necessitous families. The Prince Galitzin spent 
the greatest part of his lift^ out of Russia, and 
died at Vitnina, when; he passed several years 
as ambassador; but his heart always iK'longed to 
his native country, and lie embellish<;d the ancient 
eajiital of Russia with this monument of humanity . 

The inhabitants of Moscow have always testi- 
fied their jiatriotism and their zeal, by seconding 
llu: beneliciM'.t designs of their sovenngu, with res- 
pect to his magnanimity in promoting the public 
institutions, 'Tliey afford more brilliant ('xamples 
than any other country in their voluntary sacri- 
fices of (his kind ; and we ought to add, ()iat (his 
very patriotism is rnanifi'Sti'd in all parts of the 
mnpii i', w ithoiU e\(;eption to any however remote 

Amongst the establi.shmcnts formed by private 
gentlemen for public utility; and which may dd 
honour botli to the age and their country, llnne 
apjieared at the distance of five miles from Mos- 
cow, a botanic garden, belonging to Count' 
Razomnovsky. Wo may boldly assert that this 
garden w as the most complete in Europe ; and 
that all the know n plants in the world wwe collect- 
ed there. The most rare and delicate of the tro- 
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pic flourislied there in all Iheir beaiiiy, thesaiiieas 
in their riative climate. The proprietor spared no 
expense to iinproA'<' I hem. He lias eorrespoiulents 
in all eolmtries, and theaimnul support ofthis<‘s(al»- 
lisitm.'nt cost him upwards of fifty thousand 
rnn’oles .V soeii'ty was lately incorporated at 
•Moscow, under the title of P//?/stgtY/p/tic, consist- 
in';' of the best botanists known in the world; the 
ohject of wliieh is to make discoveries in this sei 
<'nce, and publish them. 

The mimber of libraricti, coUectiuns of piclurcH, 
and of printf^, coins, anti anliquilics, tliec<//o‘/?e/s of 
natural /o'.ston/and philosophical apparatus at iMos - 
COW', in tlie possession of private persons, were testi- 
monialsof their noble taste for the fine arts, and their 
improvement in the sciences. Some of these ca- 
binets excelled those of many sovereigns. Among 
the pictiiixs, were found originals of Raphael, 
Reubens, Corre'gio, and a great number of other 
celebrated old and inodern artists. These galleries 
were accessible to all; particidarly strangers 
Perhaps England alone may rival Russia in thc- 
encouragement of artists; it is on this account 
that it was regarded as a country of resource. 
An artist, who is unsuccessful in other parts, re- 
pairs jlinctly to Moscow; here he finds many 
ways of being useful, and of promoting his for- 
tune. 


To 
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'Po tlirsc fitie qualities of llie Muscoviaus, we 
uuist annex that of hospiUility. Tliis virtue, so 
eelehrated ainonj'’st the ancients, is exercised 
hy Ihein in all its extent. It only snllices to be a 
straii!;(‘r, to insure a i>'Ood and cordial reception 
IJe is sure not lo he looked 'upon as IrovhU some ; 
nor does sordid inlcrest mix with that liberal dis- 
position, iv/iich iiidnces men to regard each other 
as brethren, and to treat each other as friends. 
The host does not think himself ‘generous ; hospi- 
(alil V is not at Moscow looked upon as alms : it is an 
exchange of attention and oratitude. A stranger 
introduced to one respectable family at Moscow, 
becomes the favourite of the public. Often travel- 
b>rs were not permitted to remain at the taverns*: 
ilu'ir accpiaintances make them an offer of their 
hous(', ser\ ices, and even tlieir carriages. 

In spt'aking of Moscow, we may in some mea- 
sur(‘, consider ourselves as speaking of the whole 
empin;, for this capital was tlie cradle of Russia ; 
tlui manners and habits of its inhabitants Avere 
looked upon as a general laAV, and influenced all 
minds and hearts. 

The propih'tor over whose ground you })ass in 

Russia, 


* This wns <lu‘ caiisc that (avcTiis at Moscow^ wert' iiifei tor t« thofrC 
of other liurupcan capitals, 

K 2 
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Riissin, thinks it liis duty to protect yon, and ren- 
der yon every service. To o1)a ia te every eha r^(f of 
partiality on thi.s subject, weshal! insert, inhiscovn 
words, the observations of Sir !?. K. Porter, an 
.Paglish traveller, on his arrival at Moscow.— 

” On (h'liv<‘rinj^ our letters e^f introduction, we 
were welcomed witli all tiie courtesies o! Iricnd- 
shi|) ; and all the (irst salutations were made to 
forget by th<' true politeness of this f^enerons 
people, ihal toe tcerv Hlrangers. I have liear<l 
“ it said, that Isospitalify was a mark of barbn- 
“ rism. On what this opinion is f»Tound('d, 1 ean- 
not guess, bed <tertainly it had not its foniida- 
tion at Moscow; for 1 never saw, in any part 
“ of the world, such general polished manm is as 
" ill tliis <hty. '^Pheir Iin.spita!i!y appears to me to 
arise from a coiilidi'uee in the friend who gives 
“ tlic introduction, that lie will not recommend 
'• any person uinvorihy of their notice. Not donlit- 
" iiig tills, (heir benevolence hesitates not to re- 
“ ceive the introduced with kindin'ss; aud from 
“ their love of society, if he j)rove agreeabh', he 
‘‘ soon finds himself on the most easy and iilea- 
said terms with a. large and elegant aecjuaint- 
ance.” Itis proper to add, that tliis lovi'of hos- 
pitality and benevolence is common to all classes 
at Moscow. Usages, in some measure, discover 
tons the dispositions of the human heart. It is 
usual for incrcluiids at Moscow, before opening 

tlicir 
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tltelr shops, hrsi to hny !)»•<>:!(! iuid disirihiitc it 
anu'ii'.O'l ilu‘ pour, Tl’hc fi'.h orduKirdv s{‘iid on 
testivals, u!ul prox isi(.'!!S to !h(' jails. 

Doctor rhirkc says, Thtst flic I’ossian snvc- 
.•'cig’tis. not dariii”' to take up a Iod;>'iu^’ within tlio 
walls of .Moscow, wluvt llicy \isi( tliat city, reside 
at the palace of Pi'trovsky. at Ihc disiance of (<>ur 
versts from it, I believe (he Doctor has taken 
this nolion from (lie custom which tlie Rnssiati so- 
vcreij>,iis have, of remainiii”’ in thtit palace four 
days, at the epoch of their coronation, until tin' 
pre|>arations for their entrance into that capital are 
completed, w liich is always attended with the<>roar- 
est pomp. The whole remainder of the time ap- 
propriate<l to tlie c(Temony, mid to (he wliich 
accompany it, is spent by (hem at (he palace of 
the Kremlin -in the licart of Moscow. 

On tlie contrary, the visits of tin' Russian so- 
vereigns to Moscow, are always reeeiv'cd with 
e.vtaey by the inhabitanls, a,iid as a kind of par- 
ticular favour We were ocular witue.ss(>s of the 
rcci'ptiou «iven by tlie Muscoviausto (heirbeloved 
sovereign Alexander in 1809. The thunders of their 
transports of jby, did not proeeed from di'oad or 
from orders; but from (he bollom of their Jiearts. 
The Emperor entered the city on horseback, with 
some of his suite. Ik* was pressed in such a man- 



so 


MOSCOW. 


ner by the crowd, that he was necessitated to pro- 
ceed at a slow pace, and even sometimes to stop. 
He did not keep off his subjects by formidable 
guards, but, sure of their love, he appeared in the 
crowd as a good father amidst his children. Se- 
veral of the people flew to embrace him — kiss his 
robes — even the print of his horse’s feet in the 
snow. The Emperor appeared much aflectt'd by 
this proof of the gt neral affection : his eyes were 
bathed in tears, and assuredly in that moment, 
the heart of Alexander repeated anew' the prut 
oath, to promote the happiness of the Ru.ssians, 
so justly entitled to his love. 

The edifice represented in the annexed engrav- 
ing, w^as the mansion of Mr. Paschkoflj at Moscow'. 
It w ill afford a just idea of the taste of the private 
palaces of the nobles in that capital; and its de- 
scription w'ill make know u their mode of living, 
and their magnificence. 

It is almost twenty- five years since this palace 
was built. It comprehended within itself all the 
conveniences and delights of life, '^lus little gar- 
den, situated on a pretty high emineiice, presented 
a type of the gai;den of Eden. Every little path 
conducted you to .somewhat fascinating .or sur- 
prising ; those w ater-spouts in constant play, re- 
fresh the air and overflow their marble basons, 

enlivened 





MOSCOAV. 


31 

oiilivcncd wilh water-fowl of the most beautifully 
variegated plumage. In tiiie^ those lamps illumi- 
nated every niglib exhibited a scene at once ma- 
jestic and enchanting. There belonged to this 
garden an extensivt' green-house, which furnished 
the proprietor in the heart of winter, with the 
fruits and vegetables of the summer of warmer 
clitiuites. In one wing of this cdihce, was the 
riding academy; and in the other lh(‘ theatre, 
for the particular amusement of the owner. Tin; 
actors, the musicians and the dancers were serfs* 

of 


* The greater part of these domestics ate from the country, and are 
the slaves of the imbVcs. 

The mention of slaves, causcsthe philantfope to shudder, anti (o sym- 
pathize with their fate. To reconcile these lovers of maiikiud, vve mU't 
observe, that they are much deceived if they compare tlic (tussian slave.s 
with iljose of the American colonics. Many are the instances of our 
fihives refusing their liberty ; and under their slavery they are much more 
free and independent, than the subjects ofother governments. A peasant 
piiyi*!?; ten shillings a year to his master, is exoneruied from all other 
imposts— is quite independent— often times doc.s not know his master— 
and even is richer than he. 

Truly, there are masters, who would abuse their pow'er over the 
serfs by ill treatment; but the government has always an attentive c\e 
to this important object. 

It is customary fur Russians to (ravel to foreign countries, taking 
(heir own servants wilh them ; there are but few e\am]>le» of their 
descnioiK 

AVc behold, in the United Stales of America, natives of all the na- 
tions of Uuropc, yet scarcely do we Had a single Russian established 
there. To seek the be.st state is natural to mankind ; and the Russian 
slave could easily find opportunities to escape from his own land and go 
to live in free countries* 


There 
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of Mr. Pasclikofl'. The luxury of these two ob- 
jects, certainly must excite the curiosity and asto- 
nishment of every stranger. There were several 
families at Moscow, who had their private thea- 
tres, and almost every distinj^uished one, had its 
chapel of musicians. Moreover, many kept up- 
wards of a hundred horses in their stables. 'Fhese 
circumstances increased the number of domestics; 
so tliat lher(“ wore some familie.s in that city, ^vho 
maintained to the amount of 600 servants, solely 
employed in tin; s(>rvice of the house, and lodged 
there. Amongst them are lueclianics of every 
kind, from the paint(;r and watch-maker, to the 
blacksmith and chimney-sweep, who commonly 
attend to nothing but their ])rofessions. 

The feasts of the opulent Russian nobles are 
worthy of a sovereign. We shall not speak of 
the feasts given to the Empress Catliariue 11. l)y 
Prince Potemkin ; nor of those of Mr. Narichkin, 
to the Emperor Alexander: where all was asto- 
nishing — all enchantment — and to which, the 

feast 


Therr arc many striking examples of (he attachment of Russian serfs 
to the country of (heir birth, which clearly show , that tlu^y are not so 
unhappy as foreigners represent them.™ Why did the Russian peasants 
not only not accept the call of Bonaparte to freedom, but reject it 
w ith indignation and t 
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feasts of Liiciilliis alone iiii^lit he eonipaml* * 
hut jet ns cit(‘, for example, the very words of ihc 
King' of Poland^ wlit> speaks in the followingmiin- 
ner in his Journal^ of the Fete, «i\en him ijy 
(vu/it Cheremctojf, in his casth', seventeen miles 
horn ISToseow. — “ On arriving- there, tin' king- 
examined the castle and the garden ; on all sides 
was Inxnry and the most excjnisile taste; it wore 
tlie air ol ill! imjierial piilaee, not of lliatol a private 
man. lie was eondneted to the theatre, the play- 
ers were the domestics of the proprietor; the 
costume vviis clcgiint a'.ul just. The diadem ot 
brilliants of an Jietross was e.stimat('d at lOO.OtK) 
roubles. TMany oi 1lie dancers perii/rua-d their 
pints Avitli great ad(lre.ss. Alter l!i(' opera, the 
King was introduced to the otlu'r aparimeiits ; the 
doors of which were coven'd with .scai-'et velvet, 
Duriiig tiu' ball and tht; snj)per, at whieh more 
than thre(‘ himdred persons attended, the whole 
garden , iind environs of tint castle wen' so llhtmin- 
ated, that tlie appearance \Vli.s like that ol'a great 
eonnagration. I'lie v^y road to tin' city ot Mos- 
cow was lighted by flanrirbcaux.” 

“ ' This 

* Princff Pott'uikiii, in ordtT not <o the llmpre.^s in ascend- 

ing; the stairs, had caused an inclining floor to he made, whereby one as- 
cended insensibl y (o I he second story. Mr. JVarishskin, in his fete at his 

country house, by aititicial fire, represented au eruption of Vesuviu*** in 
a very natural and slrikin^^ manner. 

I‘ 
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Tliis King was noi less astonished with tlie 
rii licsofthe palace of Prince Bezborodko at J\los- 
('ow. There are his own words ; — “ INiany tra- 
vellers, who had an opportunity of seeing the palace 
of St. Cloud, when it was completely repain'd (()r 
llie reception of the Queen of France, aflirnis, 
tliat in the palace of Prince Bezborodko at Mos- 
cow, there was more magnificence and taste. 
The gilt ornaments of the chairs were w rought at 
Vienna, and the superb Ijronzc was purchased 
from the French emigrants. In the dining-room, 
there was a sideboard constructed like a stair- 
case, whose steps were covered Avith dishes, and 
cups of massy gold, silver, coral, &c. 

The greatest part of the families at Moscoav 
w'as composed of those patriots, who, after liav- 
ing sacrificed the half of their lives in the sen’ ice 
of their country * and their Emperor, flockf^d to 
this capital to repose on their trophies, and spend 
tlie residue of their days in the delights of free- 
dom, society, and friendship. 

Winter, at Moscow, was thi|||pentre of the 
pleasures of the empire, which attracted people 

from 


* Every noble )ii Russia is bound to .‘?crvc his country: other\vi?c, 
neither the celebrity of his family, iior his riches, would procure him 
respect from liis fellow citizens. 
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from all parts. There were many fa mill os who 
repaired thither from a distance of six him- 
drcd miles to j)ass thi.s season. The gallant mili- 
taries, having' received the Emperoj'’.s permission. 
Hew thither, to forget their toils amidst the dissi- 
jialions of the city. Thus then Ave behold those 
Itrilliant ehoA alric caroii.sal.s, composed of nobles, 
wliieli lilled the .spectators with admiration, and 
at the same time w'ere intended to accustom the 
youth to corporeal exercises and military evolu- 
tions, tliose jdeasanl j>ai ties*, those cavalcades, 
those dejeunees dansaules, des gaites; iu tine, 
those balls winch cominaudcd the admiration of 
all tra vellers. Here let us cite the w ords of Doctor 
Clarke, respecting the balls of the nobles; he it is 
known was not ver^ gracioMS to Russia. “ The 
“ coup d’teil upon entering the grand saltan, /ifcs 
“ inconeeivablc. During the years that f have 
‘‘ 1)0011 accustomed to spectacles of a similar na- 
ture, in difl'erent parts of the continent, I have 
“ never seen any tiling with Avhich I might coin- 
" pare it. The company consisted of near two 
“ thousand persons, nobles only being admitted. 
The dresses Averc the most sumptuous Ihiit can 

be 


* The variety in (he equipages at Mosconr, wasasgrc.at as that of 

the itlifices, 1 he eoaeli and .,ix is (he privitege of per-«ons oecupying 
the grade of gener.ils. Oihers attend these cayaleadcs t>;ith a coarh and 
four, and some with but a hinglo pair. 
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" be ima«'ined ; and Avhat i.s more remarka])Ie, 
“ Ihey (roiiceived in the purest mid 

“ were in tlie liighesi de<^ree beeoniiii”’. d'iii;-; 
•' ball of Ihe nobles took place every Tnesda} , 
“ and it tJiay i)e truly mud— Europe lies iiol he 
‘‘ held ilii equal ' 

Now l(‘t us render due tribute' to Ihe sweetm ss 
and beauty of our ladie.s of IMoseow — a f ril)ule so 
conflfenial to our hearts; and in order that 1iu‘ 
reader may not susjre'ct ns of parliality or e\a<;i’ ' 
ration, we Mill a.;>aiu rpiote the same' Inipardul 
Doctor Clarke : — ‘ tFlie womeei of France' and 
Eii“land may go to .Mejscow in order to s 
their own fashions set off to ailvaulage'. 1’iie' 
*' modes of dre.ss in London and Paris are gem - 
“ rally blended <e»gelherby fhe laelies e)f ]Mosis>v>. , 
‘‘ Av ho select from eitlu'CMhat may l)e roiiie iiiciu 
best, and iu jusliec to I'leir clwrws, if tmisl be 
“ confessed— He; connlnj in ihe veorUl cun hou'-^c 
” superior heauly 

If to beauty , accomjdishments and amiabh'ui ss, 
a temple be due, its proper site must certainly be* 
at Moscow, which has now become also the; fa- 
vourite .seat of tlie line arts; the arts, which are 
indebted to the accoinjdi.shrnenis and ainiableiH'.ss 
of the fair sex for prot(!ctitm : so that if their na- 
tural vivacity — their checrfulnes.s — tiicir allability 

liecanse 
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VH^ciinic tlie deliglil of soc iety ; on the other hand, 
tli(^ (H sire to to attract the good graces of 

those* |>(‘i1c<‘t IxMMgs, forms the Russian youth, aiul 
a nmaf s llunu witfi zeal to acquin* more accom- 
j :;c:id tov dedi<*'\l<* themselves to the* study 

o. /'e' a.rc' the source of amiability 

eiunridi'- in opinion with, an observer,, that 
l>iieii(* w: Iks disj>i:»y the progress of Ihio taste in 
a e.ipiktl eity, and tie* eiviiizutiou of its iuliabi- 
taufs W hv, for instane(\ do not the savage' peo- 
ple ai' ,\sia iike tluau ? yet tlu'v were the glory of 
polished (jln eee, wluav th(^ inha!>itauls delighted 
to jcNeiuble iu tlie swee t liberly and liuxtiire of 
id! lasiks; \v [cere luc'u, ilbislrious by their birth 
or oiliee, were uot jislianu'd to walk togi'ther with 
tie* kiwerehiss, aud <‘njoy with them the fine sum- 
iiH i I \etiiiigs : where’ was to be found that har- 
ujoifv oiiinud which is usmdly the re'sult of gene" 
I'd ei\ ihzaiiou, Moscow was iis rich in its public 
^vidks as all tin' capitals in Euro|>e, and none of 
them hav(‘ widks cous|.iara!>le to the ponds of 
Prcsiicfs/iic. Ileri’ naluri' and man have vied 
w ith each other to astonish and sur])rise : and 
truly tills walk might, aliord a just idea of the 
garden ol* Armida 

Besieh’s tlie palae es at Mosc'ow, the nobles 
have’ others in the vicinity of Uic capital-, or in the 

provinces^ 
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provinces, many of which arc not inferior to the 
former in richness and splendour. On tlie ap- 
proach of the fine season they repair to them, 
in order to inhale the sweet air of the country ; 
and the majority of their domestics accompany 
them. It is this circumstance wliich causes tlm 
ffi'cat diflerence between tlie number of the in- 
habitants at Moscow in summer and in winter. 

Run over the environs of Moscow, and you 
shall find rich castles, and pictares»|ue and happy 
sites. The fine gardens in tlie English style are 
calculated to surprise a Lord of Great Britain. 
Those regular gardens, so contrary to nature, and 
which have no effect upon the imagination, al- 
ready begin to disappear. 

The government of this city and the provinces 
was generally granted to the mar.shal.s of the em- 
pire, as a recompense for their long and faith- 
ful services to the country. The appointment of 
Count Rastopchin to that eminent office is an 
evident mark of the Emperor Alexander’s particu- 
lar benevolence and attention to the citizens of 
Moscow ; for the Count was tlie favourite of all 
the inhabitants. Count Rastopchin having ren- 
dered signal services to his country in the reign 
of the late Emperor Paul as vice-chancellor of the 
empire, spent the last ten years of his life in re- 
tirement. 
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retirement, and in the bosom of his family at 
Moscow. There, by his great virtues and noble 
(jiisditi(‘H, he conciliated the love and esteem of all 
elas.s('s. lie is about fifty years of age : his heroic 
figure, his majestic and commanding looks, seem 
to be the seal with which heaven distinguishes its 
chosen people. 

The true Russian, with an ardent zeal, seeks 
the vestiges of the aulirpiity of bis coimti'y ; and 
his mind is exalted by those traits of ancient 
gloi'j/, poiocr and grandeur, which discovers in 
the traditions of (he Russian cmpiife;. 

The magnificence of the Czars of Moscow is 
mentioned in the writings of all foreigners, who 
have been thei'con tlie endiassies of former times. 
The secretary of Lord Carlisle, the English am- 
bassador from Charles 11. to the Czar Alexis, is 
plain in his descriptions until he speaks of the a u- 
dience with the Czar; when, contrary to his will, 
he is forced to raise his tone ; — “ It happened to 
us,” says he, as it happens to those who make 
a transition fi’om twilight, and arc suddenly struck 
by the refulgent rays of the sun. Scarcely could 
OTir eyes endure the brilliancy of the court. It 
seemed that the lustre of the precious gems vied^ 
with the rays of the sun : such was their influ- 
e nce that we were lost amidst tlie refiilgence and 

grandeur 
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granAmv. The C/.ar himself reprosenled l!-e 
bi-illiatit siiu, duzzling the eyes ol (lic.spccOifOi’.s. 

Our traditions also inform tis, that the Polish 
atnl)assador,s were strnek with aniazement and 
envy, at sight of the .splendour of the court of 
Czar Boris GodunotF. Tiie magnilieence Avith 
which this monarch rpcoivod the Danish Prince 
Jolnij the betrothed of his danghlci’, siirpasse.s 
belief The service for oiu' hundred and forty 
guests, Avas all of massy gold; the one lunidred 
and forty young nobles ctl' the courl, v, ho served 
at table, three times shifted their rich attire in 
course of the entertainment. 

The inagnificeiic<,' of the Bus, Man ambassadors 
sent to otlu'r European courts, Avas not h'ss ad 
mired by strangers. During the l esidence of th<^ 
English embassy at Moscow in the tinu' of tlie 
Czar John Basilievitch, two embassies were sent 
to the King of Poland. One thousand five hun- 
dred select Avarriors attirc'd in golden tis.sne, 
mounted on beautiful courscu's richly capaiisoned 
attended the suite* of the eMd)assy ; and were fol- 
lowed by one hundred steeds white as the driven / 
snow', which were led by silver chains in.stead of 
reins for the use of tlie oliic-crs. 

According to the custom of Eastern nations, 

the 
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the ambassadors were wont always to appear l)e- 
tbre theCzarwitli rich presents^and in return receiv- 
ed others still more costly. Tlie Cliams of Tartary, 
through mere cupidity, often sent ambassadors 
to the coui’t of the Czai’s. During the residence 
of O’Leary at Moscow, there came seventy-two 
envoys from the Crimea, at different limes. On 
the atidieuce they appeared in a very plain dress, 
l)Ut they left it c’oathcd in very rich robes, and 
!oa<led with presents. 

Tlic Czar, having received advice of the ap- 
proach of a foiHiign ambassador to the Russian 
frontiers, sent out to meet and conduct him to the 
eai)ilal a company of his guards, called Strelzi, 
and commissaries charged with furnishing neces- 
sari<‘s, and providing for all the wishes of the em- 
bassy; so that the ambassador was not under the 
necessity of defraying any expenses during the 
whole time he remained on the confines of the 
empire, 

The whole city of Moscow^ was burnt by the 
Crim-Tartars on the 24thiMay, 1578; and by the 
French in 1812. 

After the destructive battle of Borodino, w here 
a luindred and five thousand Russian patriots 
were engaged against a hundred and thirty thou- 

G sand 
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sand soldiers/ the choicest troops of all Europe^ 
an<i commanded by the most experienced and re- 
nowned g-cnerals of the present ag'o, at tin; head 
of Avhotn was the jiiost fbrfnnate, the most rasJi, 
and the most arrogant of leadej-s; that battle, un- 
paralleled in the annals of history, where the ex- 
cess of moral and physical force was put to the 
proof and exhausted ; the wisest rnana’uvres, 
the most skilful and best combined tactics dis- 
played ; the most desperate attacks, and the bold- 
est enterprizes witnessed; where more than a 
thousand pieces of cannon were eonstanlly work- 
ing death and destruction; the battle in which 
100,000 men, killed and put /tors de comhal, w ere the 
results of the slaughter; in which the Russians 
remained masters of tin* field; — it was after that 
battle that the wise chief of the Russian lroo|)s 
resolved to permit the entrance of the French 
army into Moscow, and himself to retire twenty 
miles beyond that capital, 

He exclaimed, “ The loss of Moscow is not 
" the loss of the Empire!” Far from that; — “the 
taking of Moscow’' w as the secret watch-word a- 
mong the Russians; the w'atOh-word which fonv 
told disgrace and peril to tire French : the city’s 
flames, seem to have been the electric fire in the 
hearts of the Russians, tl«s,dawn of their deliver- 
ance, and the funcyal for the invaders. 


How 
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How much did the audacious Bonaparte de- 
ceive himselC when in approaching Moscow and 
decrying its spires and minarets^ he exclaimed to 
his folio wers — " Behold the end of yoiir entn- 

“ paign its gold and its plenty are yours.” 

He did not sufficiently know the Emperor Alex- 
ander and his courageous people ! 

It is true that the warehouses and tlic shops 
w ere set on fire by order of the governor Rastoj)- 
cliia ; that the desperate Russians^ in order to 
save their wives arnl their children from pollution, 
set fire to places of refuge, and found a surer asy'- 
lum in their flames. It is also true, that the 
French, by order of their leader, proceeded sys- 
tematically in the destruction of that capital; 
fixing the particular day for every regiment to 
plunder, and marking out the quarters w hich were 
to be set on fire at fixed periods. They destroyed 
w ith cannon-shot, the houses and other edifices 
built w ith too much solidity, hurlingballs against 
them amidst the flames. 

Itw'as then after the excesses ofhorror, infamy, 
and extravagance*, which make human nature 
shudder, excesses which- no pen can describe, and 

which 


* There has even been found at Moscow a medal which Bonaparte 
caused to be struck, with this inscription — “ Napoleon the Great, Em- 
“ peror of the French, Czar of Muscovy, King of Italy, &c. 
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which hell only could devise, that, covered widi 
contcnipt, .shame, and the anathemas of the imi 
verse, those vain, lliose lian_i;lity conquerors of 
Kussia fled precipitately trom ■Moscow ; and los 
jj)"' a.fl that they ha<J pilla«ed, lost also their mi- 
serable lives under the arms of the Ru.s.sian.s, in 
the snows of the country they had invaded. 

Mo.scow has ceased to exist:” said the atro-^ 
cions Napoleon! Yes, it ceased to exist: but 
for the eternal i^lory of the Russians and the per- 
petual opprobiums of its destroyers. A Muscovite; 
on his return has not found his hou.se ; ])ut , with 
its ruins, he has i^aincd the right of boasting, that 
he loved to sacrifice; all that was dear and sacred 
to him, to save his honour and his liberty, 

Tlie tweb e hundred pieces of cannon taken 
from the I’rench, during their flight from IMoseow 
to the frontiers of Russia, are to Ibrm a monument 
which will perpetuate to immortality the invinci- 
ble courage, which repelled the outrage ; and will 
commemorate the favour of the Almighty. The py- 
ramid, formed of these cannons, will be erected in 
the centre of Moscow, sunnounb'd with a bronze 
sbitue of Victory, and with a simple and energetic 
inscription in Russian ; — “ a fact*.” 

Onward from Borodino’s furious fray, 

Napoleon holds his undisputed way ; 


* The Kmj)res|;Cathei*ine caused to be struck a medal couHiicmorn- 
the famuiui battle of Chestnea, >vith the same inscription. It is 

here 
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Tiiougli blood of Frenelimen swells the battle-tide, 
Oowurd he moves in all a victor’s pride ; 
i\nd, while the Russians, masters of the field, 

Permit the progress which they scorn to yield. 

Vainly elate, and impiously bold. 

He enters Moscow and her kingly hold ; 

Nor shrinks to view the sign which shewed it won — 
I’lic sun of iiusterJitz — a setting sun! 

What, though the patriots make one struggle more, 
Another slaughter, and the struggle’s o’er. 

Soldiers,” he cries, now triumph and repose, 

'' Change the grim scenes of war to pageant shows; 
Here will we rest while Winter spends his breath. 
And dictate peace, or frame new schemes of death.” 

While he triumphant moves thro’ Moscow’s streets. 
And unbid sacrifice his triumph greets ; 

Its smoke ascends o’er Moscow’s hallow’d mound ; 

The glitt’riiig pinacles with flames are crowni’d ; 

Driven by the wind a blazing deluge pours. 

And huts and palaces alike devours; 

By its dread light the tyrant counts his host. 

But, dare he now repeat his cheering boast ? 

Shall they rest here till Winter’s reign be o’er ? — 

In Moscow rest they ? — Moscow is no more !” 

That Autumn sun, which beam’d on thee at night. 
Shews, in the morrow’s dawn, an alter'd sight; 

In 


here very well applied (o this monument formed by French cannon, 
which are the sole remains of the army of 500,000 of their best soldiers; 
the most formidable array of the enemy that ever was raised, has been 

destroyed, annihilated by the Uussians, Moscow burat^"* aU thisKni|;1at 

appear a fable — but— it was, a fact! 
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In one vast ruin while the flames expire, 

Tlic anxious squadrons quench the slumbering fire. 

Still ihy unbending mind subdues its pain, 
i\nd scorns to flee, shudders to remain. 

Jhit, lo ! with sudden, dark, resistless pace, 

I’lic anarch Winter speeds his southward race : 
iMenchmen, who breath’d of late their native” air. 
Shrink in the frost that crisps their stiffening hair. 
Their chief, appall’d at Heaven’s resistless ire, 

Bids a retreat ; — then homeward they retire. 

In spirit mutinous ; chagrin’d and slow. 

To seek, not find, their clime” of Fontaiublcau. 

lie fled the first — a herald of mischance. 

To tell his cruel coward tale in France ; 

Leaving his host to bleach in Russian snows. 

Or grace the triumph of their patriot foes; 
lie told the tale to France, and she, with strains 
Of venal plaudit, sliook her lieavy chains. 

Be this the burden of that heartless cheer. 

This phrase that tells his short and strange career — 

The meteor star that late o'er Europe past. 

Not to shed blessings — but to scorch and blast; 

The star which bore Napoleon’s boasted spell, 

Arose at Lodi — and, in Moscow fell.” 
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A VERY extraordinary phenomenon took place 
near Orembourg^, in Siberia^ in <he year J810. A 
Cozak going into the forest to cut wood, was at- 
tacked by a monstrous tiger, wliich lay hid in the 
snow. The horse, ovewhelmed with despair, sunk 
under the fangs of the monster ; w hich tore open 
his chest and back, aud also broke the left arm of 
the rider : when all at once the tiger fell, and at . 
the same instant expired, as if thunder-struck. He 
was killed by the single blow oi|f hatcliet, with 
which the Cozak with amazing ^esence of mind 
clove his skull.* His skin was sent to St. Peters- 
burgh, and presen ed at the hermitage, among the 
curiosities. 

It is extraordinary that a tiger, an inhabitant 
of the torrid-zone, should have been found in fro- 
zen Siberia. Difi’erent conjectures were formed, 
but it is to he supposed, that he had been driven 

by 


* Mr. Orlovsky, a Russian painttT, represented with great success 
and truth, this terrible scene, in a very fine picture. 
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by some other wild Hionsters from China or Bengal. 
The Emperor granted to the brave Cozak a medal 
of distinction, and a very liberal pension. 

The Cozaks of Siberia are the offspring of those 
who were transported thither from the Don, by or- 
der of the Empress Catherine. They inhabit the 
villages and towns, and perform the general police 
duty in Siberia. They are usually the interpreters 
for the aborigines of that countiy ; and many of 
them understand several of the diah'cts of those 
people. They are also the best guides over the 
dreary forests and deserts of Siberia. 

It will not be irrelevant in this place to give a 
general idea of the Cozaks, who have become so 
intere.sting and celebrated by the campaigns of the 
last two years, .%’he Cozaks are descendants of 
the ancient -warlike colonies of flu; Sclayonians, 
and are know-n in history under the name of Vnsad- 
niki, or cavalry. Before the Christian era, they 
inhabited the borders of the Desna, the Dneper, 
and even those of the Danube. They are now dis- 
tinguished by different names, which are derivoid 
from the places of tlicir residence ; such as tlie Co- 
zaks of the Don, of Ural, of {\\e Black Sea. oi Lit- 
tle Russia, Zaporogskie, Tchuguevskie, &c. &c. 
But they all resemlilc each other in mannei’s and 
character, are mutually descended from the same 

people 
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people, speak tlie same language, which is Rus- 
sian, profess tiio sann^ r(^ligion, that of the Greek 
(’hurch, from wliich the elforts of the Catholic mis-^ 
sionaries hav<! not been able to seduce them ; and 
in short, diflin* scarcely in any thing- but dress. 

Thev have been at all times distinguished for 
their military exploits. They formed the b<!st, and 
indeed the principal ]>art of the flower of the army 
ofJohn Sobicsk^, when he raised the siege of Vi- 
enna, Mhich would certainly have fallen into the 
liands of the Turks, had he not vanquished and 
driv(>n them back. The celebrated Yermak, M'ith 
a handfitl of Cozaks, subdued in 1580, one half of 
Asia — the vast Siberia, 

In 1653, the Cozaks placed theniselves under 
the protection of Alexis Michailovitch, Czar of R us- 
sia ; .since wliicli time, instead of being subjects 
sometimes to Poland and at other times to Turkey, 
they have been faithfully attached to Russia, have 
rendered her eminent services, and at all times 
proved themselves the true descendants of the 
victorious Sclovomans. As they occupy chiclly the 
frontiers of Russia, they serve as a barrier against 
the sudden incursions of the plundering tribes near 
Mount Caucasus and the neighbouring countries, 


During a long time, the Zaporozkie Cozaks 
H lived 
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lived toj^ethcr witliout adniitfing’ women into their 
coininunily , and like the Knights of Malta,, esteem- 
ed it their duty to attack and ravage the Turkish 
territories. The name of their capital, 

produces to this day terror among the IMussulraen. 

The Russian government has ever left t(» tlio 
Co/.aks the liberty of making their own laws, and 
governing them.sidves. They therefore form a s<»rl 
of Republic, and clioose their ow n offieei-s, oNcept 
the first rietma i, who is named by the Emp('ror, 
and whose residence is fixed at Tcherkask. '^Plic 
gallant General Platofl' is a! present their chief. 
This venerable veteran of Suvondf. nursed in llie 
camp, and grown gr<‘y in the field of battle and 
victory, enjoys their affection, as avcII astheconsi 
deration of the Emperor, and the esteem of cA cry 
Russian. 

The Cozaks were for a long time on an equality 
with eaeii ctlier. I'rom the highest to the lowest, 
every individual enjoyed the same share of land, 
tlie same privilege, and an equal liberty ; and the 
only titles to authority were the aflcctions, llie con- 
fidence, and the choice of their companions. It 
often hajjpened that the same person wlio com- 
manded in chief in the first campaign, performed 
the duties of a common Warrior in the second. In 
the vear 1770distinctions were first cn-ated among 

them ; 
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tliem ; for tlie services Avliicli they had reridcrcd 
against the Turks : their chiefs received the rank 
of officers of the line, and were decorated with mi- 
litary orders. All those who are in active service 
have the same j)ay as tlic other troops of Russia. 


. Tl»c Don Cozaks are the most niimcrons. They 
inhabit the vast and fertile plains ah)ng the banks 
of the Don, the Dneiper, and Medveditza. They 
live ill large villages in content and abundance, 
are good cultivators, passionately fond of horses, of 
which they keep great numbers; and have nume- 
rous flocks. The population of the Don Cozaks 
amounts to 3()0,()(X) souls: their troops are divided 
into 119 colonies or regiments. A fine regiment of 
Cozak-guards has been form.ed by tin" present Em- 
peror, of the finest looking meii amongst them, 
who are very richly dressed. 


The age at which every Cozak is deemed fit for 
service, is betAveen fifteen and fifty. During that 
period, his name is registered, and Ik; is always 
bound to be ready to march at the orders of the so- 
vereign, or when his turn arrives, and to eipiip and 
arm him.sclf at his own expense ; bringing with him 
two horses. Although the Cozaks supply at this 
moment to the Russian Empire only fifty thousand 
men, they can in case of necessity easily double 
that number. From the earliest age, the young 

Cozak 


H 2 
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Cozak delights in being on horseback, in exercis- 
ing Ixis body, and accustoming it to every move- 
ment ; to bend under his horse at tull-gallop, to 
manage his pike, which like tlie tomahawk of the 
Indians, is his constant companion, and to shoot at 
a mark with his gun or bow. On holidays, this 
last is the occupation of the young and old ; and 
sometimes whole regiments meet to enjoy this fa- 
vourite diversion . The Cozak horses have a heav y 
and worn-down air, but are cpiite the reverse Avhen 
in action ; none are then more lively, bold, strong, 
and easy to manage. A C^ozak will leap with his 
horse from the steepest bank, into a deep and ra- 
pid river , will traverse dry and burning sands, or 
cross the thickest forests covered with snow. The 
best disciplined cavalry, mounted on the finest 
coursers, have never been able to sustain their first 
shock ; and when pursued are alw'ays overtaken by 
them. The Cozaks’ manner of attack, though of- 
ten experienced by the enemy, has until now pro- 
duced in every instance the effect of novelty : when 
they attack a regiment of regular cavalry, they ad- 
vance in a body at full-gallop, and on a near ap- 
proach to the enemy, they suddenly diverge, or (if 
we may use the expression) explode, and while a 
band of their choicest and bravest lancers pierce 
the front, the main body, however confused in ap- 
pearance, act in concert, attack both flanks, put the 
enemy into disorder, and speedily overw helm them. 

The 
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Tlie first CoZak you irieet^ will offer to sell you 
the liorse of any Turkish trooper, whom he may 
distinguish at a distance before the enemy’s camp. 
He will set out « ith the rapidity of lightning, and 
will ceitainly reach and bring him to you *. As 
a proof f>f the griiat attachment that exists be- 
tween a Cozak and his horse; the following oc- 
ciirn'nce, that hajipened a short time ago, will 
not be uninteresting. A Cozak had taken a 
French officer, and whilst in the act of dressiim’ 
himself in tln^ officer’s clothes, whom he had strip- 
ped according to custom, the officer watched the . 
moment that the Cozak was endeavouring to. 
force his strong arms through the tight sleeves of 
his coat, and when he thought his airos suffici- 
ently confined, the officer jumped ui|||l^e Cozak’s 
horse and gallopped off' at full speed ."^'^he Cozak, 
instead of running after him, as might have been 
supposed, remained perfectly quiet, and only 
M'histled twice, upon which the horse instantane- 
ously 


* Several anecdotes of this kind are related ; but we will content our- 
selves with repeating whatoccurred to General Miloradowitch, duringthe 
last campaign against the Turks, at his victoriOuB entry into Bucharest. 
As he was crossing'at the head of his troops a part of the city, where the 
Turks still made a resistance, a Turk mounted on a fine Arabian hor.se, 
gallopped up and fired a pistol at him. The ball grazed him slightly, 
but the General, without losing his presence of mind, turned to the near- 
est Cozak and ordered him to follow the Turk. This was sufficient : the 
order was instantly executed, and the Turk w as brought back a prisoner 

with hb horsfk 
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ously stopped sliort, aod notwitlislandin" all 
whipping and spurring w ould not go furtlier. 

Suwarofl' shew ed his regard for the Cozaks by 
often assuming their dress, ridiiig liorses like 
theirs, speaking their dialect, and always being 
accompanied by some of them. He understood 
too well the art of war, and was loo good a judge 
of military merit, not to have a great partiality 
for them. He knew that tln'se men, plmiderers 
and even burdensome, unite when I’Oduced to 
discipline and order, all the good <pialities of a 
soldier: they are brave, dexterous, patient, faith- 
ful, full at once of resignation and ol der, and ca- 
pable of every species of military service. It is, 
however, particularly as light troops that they ex- 
cel ; and are of the most importance, when distri- 
buted among the infantry, as is the case at pre- 
sent. Their frugality ; their di.sregard to the ex- 
tremes of heat and cold, which they support night 
and day in the open air ; the smallness of their 
baggage, which consists only of the clothes tliey 
wear ; their agility as horsemen and the activity 
of their horses, which can subsist on any thing 
that grow's; these qualities place the Cozaks a- 
mong the best troops in the world. Notliiug can 
escape their vigilance. The most secret inlentiona 
and movements of the enemy are always anticipated 
and discovered by the Cozaks, his supplies cut off, 

his 
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his couriers intercepted, his foragers taken. It is 
with truth and justice that the Prince Royal of 
Sweden denominated them in his bulletins, the 
eyes of the army. Suw aroff understood this all ; 
he confribnt<“d more than any other person to as- 
sign tiK'in a proper station in the Russian army ; 
and foreigners have mort' than once experienced 
the iis(' to which he could apply them. In the 
late wars since 17?S, the Pozaks have proved, in 
of all tlu^ prejudices of form'gners, that they 
can, not only co|K' with regular troops, but are 
able to attack the strongest entrenchments, and 
mount victoriously to the assault. 

On tlic retn‘at of the French from Russia they 
incessantly harrassed the enemy and never gave 
him a motnenfs rest. A handful of Cozaks made 
a thousand prisoners, entered the towns and fort- 
ress(‘B on the vm’y heels r)f the numerous enemies. 
For example, a hundred ^,^aks traversed the 
city of Berlin in the ]n-esen(ie jp some thousands of 
the French troops, who were under amis. A Co- 
zak carried consternation into the heart of Bona- 
parte's troops ; his vi'ry name occasioned a. panic *. 


* Tt is rt'hilod that on one occasion, when a band of French bri- 
gands on coining to jdiimicr a Russian village, demanded some cattle from 
a poor peasant \\oman whom they met with, she swore that all had 
been driven by tho.se vvlio came there before them, and that she had only 
a simple raza (;i goat) left. With their usual quickness of apprehension 
they iiii.-iook the word caza, for Cvzakt and the whole body instantly 
fled ill the utmost piecipilation and dread. 
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All that was pillag’cd by the French at Mos- 
cow, all the treasures of that rich capital, fell into 
the hands of Cozaks. Tln'y ina.d(^ immense 
booty, and even took from that <»r<!at. army, all 
which they I«ad brought with tliem from France. 
At this moment there is more gold and silver to be 
seen on the ba nks of the Don than in any otlu'r 
place in Europe. The Cozaks have recently pre- 
sented through the medium of their worthy Het- 
man Platofl' fifteen hundred pounds weight of 
massive silver to the cathedral of Cazan, to be 
cast into four statues of the Evangelists. 

We have thus far considered the Cozaks only 
as a brave and martial people, and endeavoured 
to explain their merit and ascertain their relative 
rank among other military nations. Our imparti- 
ality now obliges us to add, that, considered as 
an enlightened people, they are far from being on 
a level ■with the civilized inliabitants of Eurojie. 
Limited, however, as is their knowledge, and 
though the sciences are yet in their infancy among 
them, they already possess writere and poets. 
Of these we w'ill mention only Simeon Klirnovshy, 
born in 1724, whose manuscript work On the great- 
ness of Soul and on Truth, is preserved in the Im- 
perial Library, and contains veiy noble senliments 
and much fine poetry. It is said that he enjoyed 
ja;mong his countrymen, the same esteem and re- 
putation, 
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pHtation, wliich were once possessinl by the sages 
of Greece ; (!ui( like the inspired Pythia, he deli- 
vered in verse his wise counsels to his friends, and 
that strangers came I’roin all parts to licar lum. 
IMui song, called — The Departure of the Cozak, 
which is deemed by the ladies so beautiful, and 
which is translated into several languages, is the 
composition of Klimovsky, the amiable pupil of 
nature, hut to whom art had unfortunately given 
no assistance. Under the reign of the Emperor 
Ah'xander gymnasiums and schools have been es- 
tablished among theCozaks, who have been found 
to possess the happiest dispositions, and an asto- 
nishing d{*grec of intelligence*'. 


* Nature has jj^ifted them with an exquisite sense of sight and hear- 
ing, simitar to that of the American Indiatti|'; ivho can discover the 
tracks of titeir enemies with a surprising sng^^ity, and from the com - 
pared prints of their feet, ealeulate their and the time of their 

passing; the Cozak, by applying his car to the ground, will tell, from 
the hollow sound, the distance and the number of a body of cavalry. 


NEW 



NEW-CASAN CHURCH. 


ST. PETERSBURG 


Yes, I 


say, if isworth thctioul»leof an amateur 


of the fine arts, to make a voya jje to St Pf'tershnrj!^, 
to view the ninety-five columns of the New-Ca'-au 
church, each of which is thirty-five feet in height by 
three and a half in diameter, cut out of one piece of 
granite, and polished like crystal,A\ith capitals of 
bronze! These pillars are the only ones of the 
kind in the world, the only ones that any age, orany 
country has ever possessed ; and if St Petersburg 
had existed in their time, the Romans certainly 
would have transported th^m to the capital of 
the world. This church is entirely the work of 
Russian artists after the plan of the Russian 
architect Woronikin. No foreign hand was laid 
to it: every part of the structure and all that it 
contains, from the first nail, to the admirable pic- 
tures, bas-reliefe and statues are executed by 
Russian artists. It vtas constmeted on the model 

of 
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of St. Peter's, at Rome, on a reduced scale, aud 
A'rilh the indispensable changes, which the Russian 
I'onn of worship requires *, There necessarily re- 
sults from these changes a great irregularity in its 
architecture ; but a superb semicircular colonado 
in the Corinthian order, which surrounds the nave 
of the church, conceals the defect from the be- 
holder at first sight Another r('.sidt is, that the 
dome, one of the finest ornaments of the church 
of St. Peter, is too much straitened. The plastic 
art. and those of architecture and ])ainting, have 
united to render this magnificent church the great- 
est ornament of tin* city of the Czars, and the ridii 
decorations of its interior, covered with a profusion 
of gold, silver and bronze, have perhaps few equals. 
Doors and balustradi's of einbo.ssed silver are al- 
ways somewhat rare ; but what is still more rare 
and wonderful are the ninety-five columns of gra- 
nite, of colossal magnitude and each of one solid 
block, which sustain the body ofthe church ; and 
also the mosaic pavqi|teut, a work of incompara- 
ble beauty, compose* of the different Russian 
marbles. Sculpture has here erected, by masterly 
hands, six colossal statues in bronze, which arc 
I 2 no 


* It must he a!so remarked, that all the «aiuMent Russian churches 
had their arched cielings, w Inch, doubtless,, proceeded from the idea we 
form of the celcsiial canopy — we know that the greater part of the tem- 
ples of former ages, such as the Pantheon of Rome, were arched in the 
Ulterior* 
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no less remarkable for tlieflesi<;’n than for the rne- 
chanieal (execution. They decorate t!i0 peristyle 
of the chnrcJi, and the exterior niches of llu? na ve ; 
tliere arc two immense doors ofbronze, on wliieli 
arc sculptured in supci'l)bas-relievos subjects from 
the old and new Testaimnit ; in the interior arc 
some subjects from the <:;osj)el, sculptured on stone 
in rnajriiificent bas-reliefs, an<l the other orna- 
ments which generally are associaterl with this 
style of magnificence such as four apostles, placed 
at the four corners of the cupola. The interior 
presents also many fine pictures, three of which 
arc of the highest merit; the one at, tlu' loj) of the 
dome and in the middle of the vault represents 
God the Father seated on the throne of the w orld, 
and saiiTts and apostles assembled ; the oth(.*r re- 
presents Jesus celebrating the Holy Supper in the 
midst of his Disciples. These tw o ])ictures w ere 
painted by Mr. ShebuefF. The third, which re- 
presents the Annuncisrtion, is thewwk of Mr.Ego- 
roff’. The shrine of the Mother of God, to whom 
this superb church is consecrated, is extremely 
rich and magnificent. Its jewels are estimated 
at one million eight hundred thousand roubles. 
The bust of tlie Virgin, with the infant Jesus, is 
entirely covered wdth sapphires, emeralds, w ith the 
largest and most precious brilliants disposed in the 
most tasteful manner. The aureole, wdiich eneir- 
oles the head of Mary and of her divine Infant, 
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«s well as <lic prinelpal crovvri^ were peculiarly eu- 
enehantiiii;’ and niagiiilicent. I'liis leitiple con- 
tains also two objects vvortliy of tiu* g!<;atest vene- 
ration I'or a Russian; 1 may, in trutii add, that 
tliey are two objects of his pride and his glory ! 
These are the trophies taken from the Fr('nch 
during their invasion of Russia: and the aslies 
of the immortal Kntusofl'. It appears as if all 
those colours pointed toward the centre of the 
church where his tomb is situated, salute the 
manes of the hero. It is from this church that 
after having channted the Te Dcuin to the AI- 
mighty to implore his August favour toward the 
cause of the just, that this General dc])arted, to 
take the command of the Russian army, accom- 
panied by the benediction of the people, of whom 
he was the favourite and sole hope. It is here 
that this same grateful people carried his remains, 
in the midst of his sincerest tears. The proces- 
sion was sad and solemn, by reason of the gi'an- 
deur of its ceremonies, but still more, by the sen- 
timents and the expressions of universal regret, 
which no earthly powers could command, and 
which belong only to true merit and virtues. The 
people took the horses from the funeral car — dis- 
puted the distinction of carrying this burthen, so 
precious to all of them, and the air resounded w ith 
acclamations of “ Our Father, our Benefactor.” 


The 
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The eminent character of the Greek church is 
tolei*ation : all the Russian sovereiji^ns exercised 
toleration in the highest degree, and strang’ei’s of 
all countries are employed in the Imperial service, 
according to their merit and talents, without any 
regard to their worship. It is a fact, that the 
Russian capital may boast of celebrating the Moat 
High in twelve different languages. Still, in the 
street of Nevsky, where the church here repre- 
sented is built, are to be found twelve different 
temples for seven different worships: — two for the 
Greek, two for the Reformed Church, two Luthe- 
ran, one Catholic, one Armenian, one for Jews, 
and one for the Mahometans. On this account, 
some travellers call this street by the name of 
Toleration Street.” 

Here it will be to the pui-pose, to give, in the 
words of the author of the Fragment on St. Pe- 
tersburg, a concise and expressive description of 
the Greek Church, and tlie effect of its ceremonies. 

“ In tlie Russian churches there are no pews, 
nor places of distinction ; for, by its jwinciples, all 
men are equal before God. The same floor re- 
ceives them, when they prostrate themselves be- 
fore Him. The decorations of the partition wall, 
which separates the altar, the Asylum of the Holy 
Mysteries, from the body of the temple, far surpass 

those 
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those of the other parts of the church. Gold, 
jewels, the richest pictures, all concur to strike, to 
captivate the eyes and iina^iaalion of tlie adorers. 

Nobody except the minister can come into 
this sacred enclosure; when the ceremonies of di- 
vine mysteries are celebratin'^, no eye can pene- 
trate them. A profound silence rei«-ns at that 
time. — Only the voice of the minister, prostrated 
before the altar, is heard. Sometimes he claims 
the assistance of the prayers of the faithful, and 
announces the proceedings of the sacrifice — it is 
accomplished. The principal door of the sanctu- 
ary is opened, as if it were by an invisible hand. 
The sacrament, contained in a rich cup, is pre- 
sented by the minist er to the adoration of the peo- 
ple. His fir.st word, which he pronounces stand- 
ing at the holy door, is a divine word — mir vsem ! 

• — peace to all ! 

In the Russian churches, the voices of tlie 
chaunters only accompany the voice of the priest; 
these alone compose theharmoriy of the sacred can- 
ticles; and we must confess that no instrument 
is equal to the human voice*. The simjde Kt/^ 
rieleison is a beautiful piece of music, full of sen- 

timent. 


* Strangers on their arrival in Russia, ask why there is no muste 
Sn oiir churches? — They are told in answer, that instruments having no 
soul, caonot celebrate the praises of the Eternal ! 
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sontiment. It seizes you, makes all your fibres 
vibrate, and iuscnsildy disposes you to devotion. 
The priest, when he appears covered with lonj;' 
drapery, dazliiig’ with gold and jewels, is truly 
an image of the sovereign pontiff’ in the sanctuary 
of the templ(! of Solomon. His long hair, float- 
ing Oil liis shoulders, and separated on his fore- 
head, a lieard of double points, present to your 
eyes tlie heads of Christ, Aaron, or Moses. The 
Ccnlary and the number of flambeaux, are simila r 
to the ceremonies of the western dinrch ; but the 
whole of th(; Oriental is plain, and at the same 
time more majestic and inspiring. Every thing 
announces to you the cradle of the holy myste- 
ries, and you discover Jerusalem. This the idea, 
Avhicli the ambassadors sent by the grand Duke 
Vladimir to examine the different Christian reli 
gions, communicated to him on theirreturn. After 
seeing the different worships of the Germans, Bul- 
garians, and others, they came to Constantinople, 
to look at the Greek rites. They saw the grand 
mass performed by the patriarch in all its sjden- 
dour ; they heard the chaunting, and their choice 
Avas fixed. In their report to the Prince, they 
said among other things, We cannot express hy 
words, the sublimity of what we saio — these tiles 
“ stirpass all others — we thought tee were in hca- 
“ ven.” 

This street of Nevsky is also the finest in the 

capital. 
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capital^ as well for its breadth as for (he magriifi-* 
oeiice and splendour of the buildinj;s. In the 
middle of it, is made a Jhoi-vcty, above a mile iu 
Jen<^th. This walk is elevated (iom (lu^ pa\ emenb 
and guarded by a palisade and trees; there are 
placed also many beiiehes for the eoiivc nience of 
(lie passengers. In the vvinler it is a favoiirdc' n a!k 
of the public of St. Pefershnrg. At (liat time you 
meet every minub; diirerent pieturcs(jne co.s(umes, 
and elegant shtdges (lying with (he rapidity of a 
swallow. At (Ik‘ beginning of .spring it is totally 
abandimedj for (lie d’.i>.t nsahM’s it disagreeable. 
At tins time, a very amusing and exiraordinary 
scene presents itself: the noi1h side of the street, 
protected l)y the high lionsis, is covtu-ed with 
sledges; whilst, on (he soiitli, the carriages with 
(heir w heels make a ehmd of dust. The spring 
smiles on one sld<‘, and the winter frowns on (he 
other. 


Here the winter ( venings present a very fnc 
and magical spectacle. IMany of the houses in 
this street have (he windows composed of one en- 
tire piece of pier glass, some of them more (ban 
seven feet in length, which, when (lie rooms are 
lighted seem to be open spaci's. Idie appeai’ance 
is still moi’e extraordinary and pictur<'s(jnc, when 
you meet in the streets peasants with (rostc’d 
beards, and at (he same time Ix hold through (liese 

windows. 
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w indows, ladies with naked arms, and roses and jes- 
amines flourishing’ witli fidl vigour; indeed, the 
whole appears to be an enchantment. There are 
also, in this street many magazines and stores, 
having similar w'indows beautifully illuminated, 
wliere are displayed all the treasures of the world : 
bronze.s, ie\^’e]s, porcelaine, furs, &c. arranged 
with great art and taste, and which add greatly to 
fhemagnificeiice of the scene. 

There is not, certainly, in the world another 
city where can be fotmd this luxury of glass. — 
Within a short time this fancy has prodigiously 
increased. Twenty-nine years ago the Empress 
Catherine II. first ordered glass windows of this 
kind for the new pavillion of Z!arskoe-Selo* . This 
luxury, truly imperial, wus the admiration of 
every one ; and it was shoAvn to travellers a.s 
a. great curiosity. At tlie present day you see in St. 
Petersburg many houses, all with such windows. 

Under the immense arches oftheCasan’s-ChurcIi 
pass two fine streets, which almost cut the city in half. 
In the summer you perceive, through the columns 
and arches to the right, the verdure of the garden 
of the orphan house, w hich has a beautiful etlect ; 
and through the pillare of the other side, the river 
Moika presents a little ocean. 


♦ One of (he iinipcrjal country palnccs. 


Tin: 
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J- HE annexed Plate represents the Field ot’Mai s, 
vine of the finest views in St. Petersbiir”’. It may 
claim this title from its beauty, its extent, and from 
the objects it comprehends. The fine bronze sta- 
tue of SuwarolF, the majestic obelisk of nomanzotf, 
the summer “ardens, and the yialace of St. Michael, 
are ifs ornaments. This sipiare w ill be |)erfect, and 
indeed unique, when the two projected statues of 
tw o celebrated captains of our times, Prince Kou- 
tousoff, and General Moreau, shall embellish it on 
tlie two opposite sides. What public place may 
then boast of beinjy adorned with objects of supe- 
rior interest? — of possessing within its boundaries, 
rnoninnents of greater heroes ? Ifthc^ are not the 
gods of war, they are the most distinguished pupils 
of Mars. 

Behold in the distance the statue of the immor- 
tal Suwarofij the general who has acquired the ex- 
clusive glory of never having sustained a defeat; it 
is that hero of llimninsk, where he beat an army of 

rS 


one 
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one hundred and fifty thousand Turks, with fifteen 
thousand Russians ; it is he, who Avilh a handful of 
intrepid soldi'/rs, fonj:;ht his way over the hitljerto 
insurniountahle St. Gothard, and after having witli- 
in the space of throe monllis, delivered Italy from 
the yoke of jaeobinisin — le d them into the heart of 
Fi’anee. Every tiling in these events iniist be at- 
tiibntc'd solely to the genius of the man, who con- 
ducted those euterjirises. Circumstances did not 
1(11(1 to aid him — it was he alone who performed 
all — he, who gifted witJi a profound knowledge of 
nu'ii and things, conceived at a glance, the means 
of making men and things co-operate for the suc- 
cess of his (h'signs — it is he, who having once form- 
ed his plan, ex('entedit with more pronijiiilude than 
would have been rc(juisile to dinclop it in words. 
It is he, who by the rapidity and skilful direction 
of his. marches, the jnstne.ss and precision of his 
movements, the boldness of his allack and surprise 
of the enemy, left them no time to recognise him, 
and always beat them. — It is he, who infnstjd into 
the souls of his soldiers an ardour and a force be- 
yond human. nature ; and who introduced among 
them as much unanimity and cordial co-operation, 
as he scattered among liis adversaries, tenor, mis- 
trust, and disorder. — It is he, whose magnanimity, 
goodness, and justice, captivated those whom. he 
conquered — It is he, who by all the.se qualities has 
rendered himself w orthy of the name of a great man, 

which 
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which the equity ofliis conteiuporavics, and of his 
posterity has coni'ened on his metnory. 

This inaj^iiificent ohelisk is dedicated to the vic- 
tories of Marslial HomauzolV. AV’^hohasiiot lieard 
of the conqueror of die 'rurks, tin? hero of Carga 
and Cahoul ? The glory of tiie age of Ca tharine ? 
iMarshal Count RoinanzofTj lujsidt's the .service.s 
which he rendered to his country, obtained liy the 
strength and ('xaniple of his talents and his virtues, 
the honourable distinction ofbeing the first to ren- 
der the military force of Russia so formidable. T'he 
grateful feelings of the Russians, expect w'ith ini- 
iinpatience, from the justice of the Em])eror Alex- 
ander, a monument to the memory of Prince Kou- 
tousotr, the sax'iour of his Empire. Yes, he has 
well deserved the glory of being at the head of 
those great men, wlio saved tiicir country from the 
yoke of the audacious usurper, wlio came with a 
force choseu from the troofis of all Europe, to ra- 
vage Russia by fire and sword. Yes^ being armed 
w ith patriotism, and with confidenc^fhis brothers 
in arms, and of the w hole country ,'he annihilated 
those five hundred thousand invaders, while Eu- 
rope was waiting in trembling suspense, and was 
ready to exclaim on calcuiating' the physical force 
opposed against her ; “ Russia is lost!” Yes, it 
is under him, that Rtissians of every class have the 
happine.ss of participating in the salvation of their 

country 
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country , anti of makiujj exploits and saerificcs nn- 
exainpled in tlie annals of the world ! The gene- 
rous, the niiignanimous Alexander, felt wliat he 
and his empire ow'c to that immortal hero, and 
addressed the annexed hotter to his consort, from 
Dresden, April 2.o, 1813. 

Princess Cnlhnrine Tllinishna / 

“ The ALMTOfiTY, whose decrees 
it is impossible for mortals to resist, and unlawful 
“ to murmur at, has been pleased to remoi'e your 
“ husband. Prince Michael Ijarionoviich Kutousojf 
“ Hmolenskoy, in the. midst of his brilliant career of 
victory and glory, from a transient to an eternal 
“ hfe. A great and grievous loss, not for you «- 
lone, but for the country at large ! Your tears 
“flow not alone for him — lvK‘cp — all Russia weeps 
“ with you. Yet, God, who has called him to him- 
“ self, grants you this consolation, that his name 
and his deeds are immortal ; a grateful country 
“ trill neverforget his merits, Europe, and the whole 
“ world will for ever admire him, and inscribe his 
“ name on the list of the most distinguished com- 
“ mandet's. A monument shall be erected to his 
“ honour; beholding which, the. Russian will feel 
“ his heart swell with pride, and the Foreigner will 
“ respect a nation that gives birth to .such great 
men. I have given orders that you shall retain 
“ all the advantages e'Hgpyed by your late husband, 

“ and remain, your affectionate, 

“ ALEXANDER,^ 
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The fourth monument will he sacred to tlie me- 
mory of General Moreau ; to the hero, who hdl 
fi^hting^ under the banner of the saviour of Europe, 
Alexander tlie Great — to the f^Teat man, who died 
shedding his last drop of blood, and consecrating 
his last political act, to the sucee.ss oftlie high and 
beneficent projects of that monarch. The gene- 
rous Ibresightof the Emperor Alexander, W(Mit to 
seek out from his exile in America, this motlern 
Belisarius, whither he had been bani>hed by the 
country which he had served with as much glorv as 
fidelity ; and i-alled into exercise the talents of this 
celebrated general. — Moreauobeyed ; Inuippeared 
in the ranks of the allies, tightingforuniv ersal liber- 
ty — w Ikui the first cannon shot struck him with an 
illustrious death ! 

The draw -bridges and batteries of the palace of 
St. Miclnud happily correspond by their chivalrie 
architecture, with the character of the Field of.Mars, 

Lastly, it is in this square that the Emperor Al- 
exander delighted to exercise his victorious tro<>ps : 
it is from hence, that at their Innid, he marched 
forth to send terror among his eneudes, to give, 
peace to Europe, and to acquire the admiration of 
the Universe ! 


TUB 
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A HE mountains of Caucasus are iuliubited by 
various hord'es, wlio differ with respect to lan- 
guan'Cj but who almost all resemble each otia r in 
their maniicr of living, religion, and customs. Very 
few amongst them are engaged in agriculture, the 
greater part supporting tlu'mst'lves by tluhr Hocks 
and by pillage. Their origin is almost lost in tlu' 
obscurity of historical tradition: some h ariied 
men pretend, that they are the remains of tlie nu- 
merous troops sent by the Caliphs to IMouut Cau- 
casus. By others vve arc taught to beli(n e, tluit they 
are the descendants of the ancient Agcdcs menti- 
oned by Pliny; and as such w'c consider llicm. 
In general, their high antiquity is less known tliaii 
visible in tlie remains of monuments, w hicli we 
still find in their country. The most intercstinir 
of all these people of Caucasus are those of Cir- 
cassia, the description of whom may give an Idea 
of all the rest. It will make known the degree s 


of their general civilization ; and, we may say, 
that this people have the same relation to all 

moui:lai!!cars. 
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mountaineers, astlie Peruvians and IMexicansliave 
to the other inliabitants of the new world. In the 
lime of the Greeks and Romans, Circassia was 
part of the Asiatic Scythia, and in that of tlie Em- 
perors of Byzantium, it was reckoned amonj*’ the 
possessions of the Sarmatians. 

The orip^inal Circassians will be found in Ara- 
bia, whence they retired into Egypt, and placed 
tliemsc'Ives under Ihe protection of the Emperors 
of Byzantium, wIk) permitted them to live in the 
Crimea. The vexations of the Tartars under 
Zenghis-kan, and under Basti-kan, having forc- 
ed them to quit the country, they evacuated it to 
retire to the shores of the Couban and Terek, and 
Caharda. Tliey at present possess a!! tlie islands 
of lower Couban, the left sidi* of the same river to 
its source, and arc sjiread along Terek and a- 
round the environs of the Black Sea to Abassa. 

When in the year 1484, the Ottonians took the 
towns and foitsof Tainaii. Temruk, and Aschouk, 
situated at the mouth pf the Couban, they coidd 
not conquer the Circai^rflJins. They are now sub- 
jects of the Russian empire, have taken the oath 
of allegiance and have given hostages, chosen from 
the first of their nobility. 

Their government is a mixture both of aristo- 
L cracy 
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cracy and democracy. The supreme power Is in 
the hands of their Beys*. In all uiulertiikinf^’s, 
fhe p(H>ple assemble on a vast opmi s])ace. The 
Beys propose the subject <if (he meeting, which is 
diHcu.s.s{'d by (In; nobles; (he elders pronoimcc*, 
and tln'ir judgment i.s always without aiipeal. 
The education of the young Bey.s deserv(;s the 
attention of the pliil<>so[)her. To prevent the 
rigor of their t'ducation IVom being abated by the 
love of the parents, they are taken from the craille 
into (In; house ofa manofthe common class, cho- 
sen for (hat purpose by (he nation, and to whom 
they trust (his precious pledge. There, (he son 
of a. man of the first rank, becomes by friend- 
ship, the. brother of the lowest; tlnu’e, in the 
humble cottagi;, the future sovereign of a gieat 
nafion is bred uj) in all the virtues, in all benevo- 
lent (pialities ; there, finally, when he has attain- 
ed (he age of puberty, when his mind is able to 
und(;rstand the whole importance of his destiny, 
is discovered to him the secret of his birth, and 
the sacred duties prescribed by his rank. Should 
his virtues answer the hopes and wishes of his sub- 
jects, should he possess their hearts and their es- 
teem, the happy Mentor enjoys the same glory as 
his pupil. Any spoils, made, by the young war- 

■ rior. 


i ♦ The Bey is tj|c sovereign prince among the Circassians. 
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rior, are deposited at Ids "■overiior’s feet as a tes- 
timony of his gratitude. Tlie gloiy of Ids coii- 
duet, liis valour, (he merit of his trophies, are 
coniinou to both : the peo[de, tharskfiil for tlieir 
liappitiess, make tlie air resound wilh the names 
of t heir l)enefactors. 


The ei^ il institutions have many aflmilies with 
the eonniiouwealth of Lycurgus ; and this savage, 
nation ohoii reTrdnds (he stranger of tlu' eivili/ed 
Spartans. Here, as at Lacediemoii, the prinei}>al 
seienee of yfuith, is to steal with dexterity. A 
de.xtrous tlieft is rewarded with glory and appro- 
hation ; if discaivered, it hrings shanu* and pu- 
nishnu'iit. Who eould believe, tliat from such a 
gang of young (]iiev<>s, should spring fortli a na- 
tion of heroes Nothing’ ean be eompared to tin; 
sliill and sw iftness of the (dreassian on horseback. 
iMoutiled on his steed, he shoots his arrow at a. 
distant oirject with such astonisldng prr'cision, as 
always to liit tlie mark. It is impossible to de- 
serihe his agility, w'hen h<‘ intends to perform the 
most daring enterjirise — he will seize his enemy 
on the other hunk of the river Conban., and bring 
him home alive. WitJi the rapidity of lightning 
he flies upon his prey, which he ])ute n]7on his 
saddle; it w'onUl be useless to pursin' (he rohh.er: 
ill the twinkling of an eyi', he is alread) on the 
opposite side of the river. Those mountain horse- 

L 2 men 
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men would be of most essential service, it^ by mi- 
litary discipline, a stop could be jiut to their ra- 
vai^iiig' instinct. The war, which they continually 
carry on with their neighbours, tlieir achieve- 
ments, always crowned with success; and hunt- 
ing, which says Duffon, is the amusement of he- 
roes, make of the Circassians, the most coura- 
geous and warlike nation. Some remains ot 
Christianity found in this country, with the eviden- 
ces afforded in the annals of Byzantium, induce 
us to believe that tlu^ Christian religion was intro- 
duced arnoisg them under the Greek emperors, 
and afterwards by the Czar Ivan Vassiiievitch. 
Their actual religion is a shadow of Mahomedan- 
isrn. Siiper.stiiion rules their minds They fear 
witchcraft, divine by auguries, and believe tha; 
all human events dejiend on some superstitious 
ceremonies. 

Nothing is more cttrious than their manners. 
Among them love is always veiled. Young people 
are allowed to visit each otlu'r, but the least li- 
berty is forbidden. Marriages are settled betwetm 
the parents. As soon as the young couple are 
united by eternal ties, they are obliged to separate 
from each other even at the altar, and are not al- 
lowed to be together again during the day. It is 
only the solitary star of night which lights for them 
the torch of love; the dawn never finds them in 

the 
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the arms of each other. Man'iage also interrupts 
for a time the intercourse between the two families ; 
iior dare the new-married couple present tliernsel ves 
to their parents, before they can show a jiledg'e 
of their conjug’al love; before the child’s smiles 
have reconciled them. Husbands look upon mar- 
riage as a sacrament of the g-rca test mystei*y : the 
politest question about his wife or children, a Cir- 
cassian would take for an insult At twelve a 
young- girl ties closely round her waist a leather 
girdle, with small silver buckles, and dare not take 
it away. On the day of her marriage, she brings 
to her husband, with the first kiss, the right of 
cutting her girdle with his dagger. 

One of the greatest of virtues — the lo ve of hos- 
pitality, })articu!arly characterizes this people. A 
foreigner is perfectly safe undi-r the protection of 
his Coumah*. Whatever be his religion or his 
country, the traveller finds peace and comfort un- 
der the hospitable roof of the savage Circassian. 
When received under the people’s protection, his 
life becomes a sacred pledge. Should he be mur- 
dered,. all the relations of his chosen Coiimak, 
would hurry to revenge the laws of hospitality. 
The stranger who has pleased a woman, and de- 
served 


* Such is the name given among them, to the foreigner’s guide and 
protector, chosen for that purpose by the people. 
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served her love and protection, is also shielded 
■with tlie g'enei al love oi‘ the people. 

In the atlachrnent of (he women to their hus- 
bands, we perceive more self-love than tenderness. 
After the indimi custom, ■which prescribes to the 
widovv.s to kill (heniselves upon tiieir husband’s 
tomb; the Cirrassian women, on the death of their 
husbands, make large wounds on their bodies, and 
cut their faces in token of their sorrow. All ftillow' 
this custom ; all, like the sad Artemi.«la, weep on 
tlmir husband's urn ; but we must confess, that they 
rather perform the jsart of the Ephesian matrons : 
they take good care low they make tin’se wounds ; 
and no one would l»e so aukward as to spoil th(.' 
beauty of her face or Liosom. 

When the life ofaCircassian hasbeen taken away, 
■whatever may have bc'cii the motive of tlu' perjie- 
trator — even if it be an innocent homicide, w hich 
is justified by the natural Jaw, theirmaxim is 6/oor/ 
for blood. It happens very often, that one gene- 
ration transmits to another the execution of (his 
sanguinary vengeance. Almost all the wars be- 
tween that cd’untry and Russia, have had no other 
motive, than the sacred duty of revenging blood- 
shed. 


The Circassians are but indifferent agricultu- 
rists ; 
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l ists ; all their time is apjilied lo the roaring; of 
horseSj whose, strmioth, beauty and agility are so 
justly llimous. By their civil laws, they are indii- 
cod to neglect their qiiii't ocenpations ofpeaee ; for 
as soon as the trumpet sounds, tin' larmer torsakes 
his plough, tlie shepherd his Hock, the mechanic 
his work ; all cheerfully tly to arms. 

The Circassians are tall, well shaped and robust. 
Their well formed liinlis approach to human per- 
fection ; their features are regular, and their coun- 
tenances express a calm dignity of mind. Their 
eye-brows and foreheads bear a striking character 
ofln'roism and courage ; their eyes are large, ani- 
mated and full of ike; and the nose is rather arjui- 
line. All their actions show magnanimity and in- 
dependence. Their complexion is brown, and 
they ar<; always fresh-coloured. ''I'liey shave the 
liead and beard, and suffer only their mustaches 
to grow, and a small toupee of hair on the head. 

The Circassian women are small and finely 
shaped, and their constitution is rather delicate. 
The harmony of their features is perfect : their de- 
meanor is lively and engaging, and their motions 
full of grace and voluptuousness. They deserve 
with justice to be called the handsomest women in 
the world. Turkish and Persian merchants come 
to this country to choose women, whom they buy 
at an immense price. 


The 
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Tlie men's dress is very handsome, and bears 
1 lie military stamp. The complete armour consists 
of the firelock, the bow, quiver and ariows, 
shield, two pistols, and two da!;»ers. The riehi'st 
have silver cuirasses worked w ith small rini> s, w hit li 
have a <jood effect and look verv martial Al- 
thong’h these are impenetrable to balls and arrows, 
the indentations occasioned by those missiles pro- 
duce dreadful contusions. Sometimes tliese cuir- 
asses are used as helmets, which protect both their 
heads and shoulders. 

Their languag’C is a kind ofCaliasdian, which is 
spoken among- the nations of Caucasus, and ha.s 
no affinity whatever with that of the surrounding 
countries. 

The Circassians have neither laws nor tribunals. 
Human memory, constitutes their archives, verbal 
tradilions, their tablets, ihe. experience of the aged, 
their Courts of Justice. 


THE 
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1. ll E Kroinliii is one of the four cities which 
comprise the immense and ancient capital of the 
Russian empire; — tlie word is Tartarian, and sig- 
nifies fortress. It is situated upon an eminence and 
l)athed by the rivers Moskwa and Neglinka; it 
occupies tlie place where the grand Due Danilo 
Alexandrovitch, in 1300, laid tlie foundation of 
the city of Moscow, in wood, and now it forms 
the centre of this capital. The grand Due Dimitry 
Ivauovitch Donskoy, in 1367, caused it to be 
rebuilt in stone; and it w'as afterwards embel- 
lished by the Due Ivan Vassilievitch, who having 
invited architects froni Italy, considerably extend- 
ed it with a vast number of beautiful edifices. 

The Kremlin is encompassed by brick walls, 
very high and thick, and a deep ditch. Before 
the invention of gunpow der this fortress was look- 

M ed 
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o(! upon as one of the best. Its interior is irrog’u- 
lar and makes several angles ; each of which is 
Ihinked b} amagniticent tower in the Gothic style, 
square and round, with spiral minarets, covered 
Avith scaly tiles like tlu' skin of a fish, painted 
green, yellow and crimson, and surmounted with 
a gilded ball and vane. There are five gates 
leading to the Krcndin; the two principal ones 
are ornamented with repeating clocks, Avhich Pe- 
ter the Great caused to be brought from Holland 
One of those gates, known by the name of the 
Holy Gate, is never passed by any person, of what- 
ever rank he may be, but with the head uncovered ; 
this custom, continued from remote antiquity, is 
in reverence of a Saint w'hose image is placed 
over it. 

In the northern tower of the fortress was 
f^und a hell, known by the name of Vetchevoy 
^oloko. The sound of this bell was terrific to 
the ancient inhabitants of Moscow: it was never 
tolled, but to sound the alarm pf a conspiracy, or 
some affair of the utmost importance. The noliles 
and the citizens immediately ran to the square 
called Lobnoe Mesto, where the council was lield, 
and the affair was immediately decided by a ma- 
jority of voices. 

Tlic Kremlin is particularly interesting from 

the 
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llie circumstance ol' liavino- boon llic residence of 
princes, whose naincs nc(^d only be mentioned to 
command the homage of every lieart loyal to true 
kingly virtue. Michael Romanofl^ Alexis 3fiehail- 
ovitch, Tevdor, and the great Peter, sanctify it by 
their renoAvn. 

Amidst the objects which deserve to be parti- 
cularly mentioned, there will be found in the 
Kremlin — 

1. The imperial palace, built in 1487, by John 
Ivjjtuovitch. It has been since converted into an 
arsenal, where are preserved the regalia, which 
serve at the consecration of the emperors. Iler<i 
also is a cabinet of articles esteemed])recious eitJ»er 
for their rarity or antiquity. Besides tluulresses of 
the Russian sovereigns, their crowns, their arms, 
and thrones set with diamonds and pearls; there 
are also found the crowns of the A'^njuished king- 
doms of Cazan, Siberia, Ast0cart, and Crimea. 
Here may likewise be seen the Ark of massy gold, 
made by order of the Empress Catharine the Great, 
in Avhich are preserved the manuscripts containing 
the Avise laws written by the Czar Alexia fatlier of 
Peter tlie Great. 

2. The Poteshnoy, or palace of recreation, built 
by Alexis Michailovitch. This prince cau.s(;d co- 
medies to be represented there, and concerts to 
be performed by fneign musicians. 

M 2 
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3. The granite palace, destined for the assem- 
blage of the senate, was erected by th® Czar Boris 
Godunotr. This palace, tlie steeple of Ivan Vc- 
likoy,and many other splendid edifices in Moscow, 
as also the fortress of Sinolensko and several new 
towns, are inoninnents of the great mind of the 
Czar Boris, and of his generosity and love for liis 
people. Daring the two year’s famine Mhieli d('- 
solated Bnssia, the Czar, by admirable means af- 
forded subsistence to his people b\ em[)Iojing 
them in works b('neficial totln* country 

4. The palace of the Empress Elizabeth, the 
gardens ofwljieh, by means of stone arches, are 
susjiended over the river of Moscow . 

5. The cathedml, dedicated to the Assnnjpfion, 
was built in 1495, by Aristotle, a Veiu'tian archi- 
tect. It possesses a perfect treasniy of religions 
consecrations, and it is distinguished aboxe the 
rest, as being the place w'hcrc all the Emperors 
of Russia are crowned. 

6. The cathedral of our Saviour is remarkable 
for its antiquity : it was built in 1328, and is, at 
this day, in the same state ^ at first. Tradition 
says that it stands in the seine place, wliere was, 
in old times, the abode of atli'fiermit, called Bucalj 
in the centre of an impenetrable forest. On this 
account this church hem's the name of Spass 
Nahom, which signifies the Forest Church. 

7. The catl^dral of the Annunciation was built 

in 
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in 1333, rebuilt in 1489, anti painted in fresco 1505. 
Several Czars and grand Dukes have been inter- 
red in this church. Their tombs arc of stone, co- 
vered with palls of scarlet velvet superl)ly em- 
broidered. 

8. The cathedral of the Archatigel Michael was 
eonsiructed in 1333, and removed hi 1505. It is 
painted in fresco by an Italian, named Aleviso. 
Here ai-e also stneral tombs of the Russian em- 
perors. 

9. The bt'Ifry t»f Ivan Vidikoy*, has received 
its name in honour of St. Jolnr. It is 269 feet in 
height, and is crowned by a cupola bearing a 
wooden cross nineteen feet in length, covered with 
brass plates ; the cross and cupola are both highly 
gilded. The inscription on the steeple expresses 
the name of the founder, and the epoch of its con- 
struction, 1600. It contains thirty-three bells, four 
of which are of an immense size, and two of silver. 

The extraordinary bell named after the steeple 
Ivan Vdikoy, is at the bottom of this edifice, sunk 
several feet in the earth. The fracture, which 
was occasioned by its fall at the time of the con- 
flagration wdiich consumed the wdiole interior of 
the belfry actually serves as a gate for the \ isitors, 
who are led by curiosity to see this immense brazen 

pyramid. 


* Of Tall John. 
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pyramid. It. weighs 433^000 pounds; its lower 
circumference is twenty yards, its height twenty- 
two feet, and its thickness two feet. The iron 
clap[)er, which is at a little distance, is not less 
than seventeen feet long. It w’as only on great 
festivals that this bell was tolled, or when the Czars 
gave audience at the Kremlin to extraordinajy 
ambassadors from foreign pow'ers. The metal of 
the bell is whitish. This colour is attributed to 
the great quantity of silver coins thrown by tlie 
visitors into the metal when it was in fusion. It 
was cast in 1653, and certainly is the largest in 
the world ; that of Pekin not excepted. 

Here it is proper to say a few w'ords about the 
ancient cannons preseiwed in the Kremlin, under 
a stone vault. Their dimensions merit general 
admiration. One of these cannon is of such a pro- 
digious calibre, that two men may sit in it at their 
ease. It was cast in 1694, and is twenty-two feet 
long. If fired with its proper charge of powder, 
it WQuld endanger all the buildings in the vicinity, 
so tremendous would be the concussion. 

10. The ancient palace of th^ patriarchs, which 
is behind the church of the Assumption. The 
Synod holds here its session. It contains a library, 
in which are found many |f|!<;apus manuscripts in 
the Greek, Hebrew, Arabic, and Sclavonian lan- 
guages. 
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guages. The habits of the ancient patriarchs are 
of a richness far surpassing those collected in the 
treasury della santa CasadiLorello. Some of these 
habitSj studded with jewels and pearls^, weigh up- 
wards of sixty pounds. 

It was at the printing-office of the synod at the 
Kremlin, that the first book in Russia was printed 
in 1564 ; this was the bible in Sclavonian. At the 
Kremlin also, in the year 1654, the first Russian 
money was coined. 

The Empress Catharine the Great, formed the 
project of rendering the Krendin as celebrated by 
its edifices, as it is by its antiquity. The plan was 
already adopted, and the model was exhibited to 
the curious ; it alone cost 50,000 roubles. The ar- 
chitect who projected this plan was a R ussian, na- 
med Bajanoff. The expenses necessary for the 
completion of this undertaking, would have 
amounted to fifty millions of roubles. The work 
was begun, but a combination of circumstances 
prevented the accomplishment. The whole Krem- 
lin, which is above tliree miles in circumference, 
was according to this plan, to compose one body 
or rather one magnificent palace. The cathedrals 
and belfries, which of themselves are enormous 
edifices, were to be comprehended within the cir- 
cuit of the court-yards. The theatre, the senatorial 

palace 
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palace, and the pendant gardens, would have been 
only its appendages. Theexteriorol'thispalacewas 
to have been embellished with beautiful pillars, ac- 
cording to the different ordei's of architecture, and 
the niches with marble statues, executed by the best 
Italian artists. The intei'ior, as well for magnifi- 
cence as for taste, was to correspond with the ex- 
terior. On all sides the eye would have been daz- 
zled with marble, bronze, and paintings. Wore 
this fabric finished, doubtless, it w ould surpass the 
most superb of modern or ancient times ; nay, the 
famous Temple of Solomon, or the Propylajum 
of Amasis, or the Villa of Adrian, and would 
be the wonder of the world. 

In former times the Kremlin was accounted a 
part of Kitai-gorod, and was the abode of the chief 
nobility, who had their houses there ; whereas in 
latter times none of the private peo])le lived there, 
and it wholly consisted of public buildings, four of 
which were convents and nineteen wer^thurches. 

The architecture of the Kremlin w^as intirely dif- 
ferent from that even of the other parts of Moscow, 
therefore more from that of other countries. It is 
difficult to trace its origin. It is known that the 
greatest part of these edifices were constructed by 
Italians ; but the style unites that of Tartary, India,, 
China, and the Goths. It is this diversity which 
renders the view cifthe Kremlin picturesque beyond 

descrip- 
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description. The walls and the towers were re- 
paired and painted by oj-der of the Emperor Alex- 
ander, in 1805, without any diminution either of 
their ancient form or appearance. The banks of 
the riv(^r Moskwa, which runs at its foot, were also 
covered w ith o raniti*, to resemble the superb quays 
of St. Petersbur<i;-, surrounded w'ith a very fine iron 
and intersected with avenues of lofty trees. 
TIies(' were recently the most favorite mall, or pro- 
menade of th<‘ inhabitants of iMoscow, and C( i tain- 
ly w hat could be more picturesque and interesting^ 
to tlu'in '{ on the one side the gothic Kremlin with 
its i;upolas brilliant w ith gold — this palladium con- 
secrated by so many ments precious to the hearts 
of Russians, — on the other, the river covered with 
shallojis laden with the riclu's of the neighbouring 
provinces, and th(> painted gondolas with musici- 
ans and singers. The two bridges displaying in 
the watery mirror a perjietual motion. Here the 
stately foundling-hos[)ital, there the castles and su- 
piu’b palaces of the nobles. In fine, the eye, fas- 
cinated by the course of the flood, discovers v<>r- 
dantgardens, meadows, villas and majestic sperreto 
mountains. What a scene! This is a walk worthy 
of a great people. 

The Kremlin was invaded in IfllOby the Poles, 
and by the French in 1812, on the 14th September. 
On the former occasion it was delivered by three 

N patriots 
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patriots^ the Prince Pojarsky, Minin, and Palit- 
zin. In the invasion of Moscow by the French, 
every Russian has been Pojarsky, Minin, and Pa- 
litzin. 

When after the death of the false Demetrius, 
Sigismund and Zaroutsky, masters of the Kremlin , 
had t he intention of retaining the stipreme power 
in their own hands ; Minin, a butcher of Nigni No- 
vogorod, formed a bold design to save hiscountry. 
lie assembled his fellow-citizens, imploring them 
to employ all in their power for the salvation of 
their native laud. His noble enthusiasm electri- 
fied the souls of all who heard him ; every one who 
was able, took up arms, and the rest gave all that 
they possessed. The virtuous monk, Palitzin, had 
ill the mean time by his eloquence persuaded his 
brethren to sacrifice their treasures to aid these 
new deliverers. With the treasures and the levy, 
Minin hastened to Prince Pojarsky, the distin- 
guished general and patriot, who lived retired on 
his estate ; and confided to l^n the restoration of 
his country. God crowa^ll^eir patriotism with 
the most complete success, 

The Emperor Alexander cau^^ to be erected a 
magnificent monument to these heroes, in the city 
of Nigni Novogorod, their native place, and the 
cradle of the libifty of Russia. The chissel of 

the 
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the eminent artist Martos, produced with infinite 
grandeur and a combination of fine thoughts the 
exploits of those great patriots. 

If the most merciless enemies and the lapse of 
ages dared not to attempt the ruin of the Kremlin, 
the French employed all their means to destroy 
that sanctuary of the Russians ; and w’hen Bona- 
parte already exclaimed that “ this ancient citadel 
from wimnee is dated the foundation of the Em- 
pire, t his first place of the Czar exists no longer — 
it has been blown into the air by the Duke of Tre- 
\iso !” — Providencedid notallowthcir sacrilegious 
hands to accomplisli that outrage. Early on the 
morning of the 23rd October, almost the whole of 
the French garrison having retired, leaving only a 
few desparadoes, who were bribed not to quit the 
Kremlin until it w as reduced to ashes, the first ex- 
plosion took place. The Cozak general Ilovais- 
koy, who had determined to save it, seizing this 
as the signal of attack, rushed on with his brave 
followers, and before another mine could be sprung, 
forced the gates and took prisoners all the incend- 
iaries with the very fire-brands in their hands. 

Thus was frustrated the infernal plan of 
Napoleon for the destruction of this sacred cita- 
del ; a plan, the full execution of which, would 
have annihilated thousands ofhis sick and wounded, 

N 2 who 
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who lay in churches and other large buildings; 
and thus the glory of Moscow was vindicate d 
and preserved. Only one of the lowers, and a 
small part of the wall were throw n down. The ci- 
tadel, the palace, the arsenal, and their pul)lic 
edifices were saved. What a inonient of exfatic 
triumph for the galla 111 Ilovaiskoy — when he plant 
ed the standard of the lawful sovereign on lilt 
walls of the Kn'inlin ! ! 

Ilonapartc, on his (Milranee itilo Moscow', had 
caused to be taken dow n the cross from the steeple 
of Tall John, either to add lo his trophies, or in 
reference to a vulgarsuperslitious tradition — That 
with the loss of that cross — lliissia is lost! ! 
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The New Exchange has a just claim to be 
ranked among the bestcdificesof this tine capital 
The exchange of Bordeaux, which heretofore held 
the first place in point of beauty, must now be in- 
ferior in the estimation of the best judges. Besides 
the excellence of its architecture, which it owes to 
the talents of Mr. Tomon, its site is very happily 
chosen. It is built on the point of contluence of 
the two rivers the Nieva and the little Nitwka 
Vessels may touch at its quays, which are of the 
highest beauty ; and their cargoes arc deposited 
in the warehouses which extend along the banks of 
the little Nievka. 

It is much to be regretted that the bar at the 
mouth of the Nieva, does not admit vessels of more 

than 
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than one hundred and twenty tons to come up to 
St. Petersburg ; those of greater burthen remain 
at Cronstadt, which is a great impediment to com- 
merce; for merchandize is transported thence to 
the capital by means of barges, or in winter by 
sledges, at which season the whole sea from Cron- 
stadt to St. Petersburg presents one solid surface 
of ice. 


This fine monument of taste and higli archi- 
tecture was erected in 1810, at the joint exf)enso 
of the merchants of St. Petersburg. I cannot omit 
mentioning here that this respectable corporation 
of citizens, has recently distinguished itself by a 
noble and generous action which will be recorded 
with honour among the annals of Russia. The 
merchants have purchased a very fine mansion, of 
which they have made a present to the gallant 
General Wigtcnchtein as the homage of their 
gratitude for his exploits in 1812, when that brave 
general opposed with constant success, on the 
side of St. Petersburg, an enemy infinitely superior 
to him in force. 

Por the most conspicuous embellishments of 
this noble edifice the revival of a flourishing com- 
merce alone is wanting. There is no doubt that 
the return of the Monarch to his capital will be 
followed by the encouragement of this branch of 

happiness 
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happiness and wealth of the country, this real 
horn of abundance. 

The foreigners who will flock hither in crowds, 
will be heartily welcomed, will make great prolils, 
and on their return into their native countries 
will celebrate Russia and her illustrious monarch 
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AMUSEMENTS ON THE ICE, 


IN 


RUSSIA. 


An ambassador from a Northem powor, while 
conversing with the King of Siam, who was all 
curiosity and attention, told him, among other 
things, that at a certain period of tlie year, all 
the rivers in his country were frozen ; and at tliat 
time were capable of bearing a carriage. Tin? 
Indian monarch, conceiving himself imposed 
upon, was much enraged : ordered the ambassa- 
dor to be silmit, and declared he would never 
after believe a single word he might utter. 

How much more would this king have been 
surprised, had he been told that the Russians even 
build houses of ice, and on ice? 

Every counby has its national amusements, 
which character^, e it, and mark the disposition 

of 





AMUSEMENTS ON THE ICE. 


97 


of its iiiJiaLitants. The Spaniards liave their 
bull-Jights, the English their races and boxing- 
matches ; the French are delighted with danc- 
ing, &c. ; while in Russia the ice mountains in 
w inter, and the sivings in summer, form the princi- 
ple recreation of the people. 

l’'h(; Carnival, which is the season of merri- 
nionl throughout Europe, is also devoted to plea- 
sure in Russia: mountains of ice are erected in 
every city, and almost every village of the empire. 

Tn St. Petersburg they are alw'ays constructed 
upon tlie Neva, opposite to the Imperial palace, 
from which the Russian monarch can behold his 
subjects enjoying innocent sport, and frolicking 
in the fulness of that happiness which he bestows 
on them. 

Tlie ice mountains are formed upon beams 
often seventy feet high, down the declivity of 
wbi(“h the sledge is conveyed wuth astonishing 
sw iftness. There are persons who make it their 
business to guide you, and who direct these little 
sledges in a straight line wdth the most perfect 
address. Sliding down this glassy surface with the 
rapidity of lig^ning, you pass in a momentoverse- 
veral linndred feet. The pleasureoffeeling yourself 
tran.sported this great distance in the twinkling 

o of 
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of an eye, is so ox(|uisit,e as not to be descrilied ; 
it can only be compared to enchantment. This 
is tlie principal amusement of the Russians duriuj:^ 
tlie carnival. Even private individuals raise such 
mountains in their gardens; and tin' ball-room is 
often abandoned for the pleasure of sliding- down 
an ice-mountain. To render this diversion more, 
easy and pleasant, there are large chairs fixed on 
skates, arvd thes(i are always guided by a man, 
.standing behind, also provided with skates. How 
often have I seen (he most beautiful Russian 
ladies, dressed as lightly as if it were spring, aftt'r 
the fatigue of the coimby-dance or the quadrille, 
throw on their ptdisses of i-ostly fur, and leave the 
house, to ('xhibit their graceful forms in a rapid 
descent. It makes om; shudder to see them ex- 
posing their delicate frames to so much danger ; 
but the Russian ladit's brave (he cold with great 
heroism, and leave this <‘xercise glowing with in- 
creased health and beauty, and displaying ficsli 
roses on their lovely checks. At night these moun- 
tains arc illuminated wi(h coloured lamps, which 
greatly heighten the fairy scene. I'he reflection 
of this mass of variegated light from the snow 
affords a most beautiful spectacle. 

Cliarlatans, or slighjlj^of hand gentry of everv 
description, profit by the occasion, and collect 
round sums from the people, who feel in a humour 

to 
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to part VN'itli their money. Rovnid these moun- 
tains wooden stages or booths are erected, in one 
of which there is an exhiliition of curious animals 
brought from foreign countries ; in anot})er, rope- 
<lancing ; in a third, a puppet shew ; in a fourth, 
phantasmagoria ; and so on. The price of ad- 
mittance to these sights is so trifling that every 
one may share in the general gaiety. The no- 
bility and gentry driv(^ about in superb sledges, 
and the Ein[)ress Catharine II. was often seen 
riding her(! among her beloved people. A very 
large ricl,f sledge was constructed for that piu-pose, 
eapa!)le of containing the whole imperial family; 
to wliich wen? attached by chains fourteen or six- 
teen smaller sledgcis, following irt successive pairs, 
for her maj(;sty's suite. IMu'se .sledges were drawn 
by twelve or fourteen haiid.some horse.s, magnifi- 
cently caparisoned ; and in the evening were illu- 
minated with coloured lamps, which added greatly 
ta the beauty of the scene. 

It is still the custom in several provinces 
in Ricssia to personify the carnival : it is often 
re[)res('uted by a Bacchus escorted by satyrs 
and bacchanalians. This group parade through 
the streets in a chariot, built for the occasion 
in a most fantastic style. In general the prin- 
cipal personage is a buffoon or a clown, who 
displays various triclcs, such as deceptions with 

o 3 with 
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with cards, swaUowinjj^ penknives, &c. to amuse 
the people; sometimes music and oTotesqne 
dancing are introduced, and add much to the va- 
riety and the pleasure of the entertainment. 

The Emjiress Elizabeth once gave a magnifi- 
cent fete on a similar occasion. It was truly im- 
perial, and 'onsited of an historical, or rather geo- 
graphical nta.sqneradc. Several months pnn hjhs 
to the carnival she simt orders to ul! the g. vei 
of the provinct's, to send from ea< h to .Sf - 

burg, t'/.o couple of iniiabitant.s, dresst d in tin n 
national habits, with tlie necessary arcompisni- 
ments. So (hat during the eariiisal of the year 
17ud, persons bdonging to more (inui forty dil’er- 
ent nations were S'cen riding through tiie streets 
of St. Pctershnrg, — The Kaiiulaidales on sledges 
drawn by dog’.s’, IJie ljapJander.< on sledges drawn 
by rein-deer, the Bmdiarume: upon cajneh, the 
Calmucks upon oxen, the Circrifteiaus mounted 
upon the finest eoursrrx, the fndiavx si'ated on 
huge elephants, forming altogetlier a piclnresipie 
group in the nuptial procession of the Empress's 
Jester, who personated winter, and was drawn by 
hears. An immense gallery was Iniilt expressly 
for the occasion, where each nation amused itself 
with its ow'n music and dancing, producing there- 
by a curious confusion of sounds. Each nation 
had a dinner prepared, and served according to 
its own fashion. 


The 
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I ho nowly-niarried coupli? were finally oori-^ 
il iKicd by this same escort to a palace of ice, built 
on the river Nieva, where all the ormim(mts and 
tiirniture \v(*re made of ice in th(‘ most admirable 
and perfect order; even the bed, and llu' cliaii- 
d(*liers, and the pkces ff camion, which lired tire 
salnie on the arrival of this procession, and did 
not burst. 


"riic Empress s]Kmt an rmmmise sum on tlris 
b ast, but it proemxMl her the means of se(‘itrj;‘ all 
the dilii rent marmers and customs of the numer^ 
Oils nations, wliich obeyed her sceptre 
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TRAVELLING IN RUSSIA. 


A Russian displays in every action and liabit, 
from his diversions, such as ice-mountains and 
swings, even to his mode of travellinjf, a <tharacler 
of fire and vivacity. With tho.se throe horses a- 
breast, you are carried along as if by a Imrricane. 

There is not a country in the world, wljcre 
travelling is so rapid and so cheap as in Russia. — 
With ten pounds sterling you may perform in three 
days, a journey from St. Petersburg to Mosc^ow, 
the distance being seven hundred and twenty 
versts. * To go post you must be jn ovided with a 
jfessport from the governor of the province, from 

whence 


* Verste is ihtp itinerary measure in Russia, and contains about 553 toi* 
Bes. An English mile is equal to a verst and three-quarters. 105 versts 
amount to a degree. The relays in Russia are generally at every twenty, 
or twenty-five versts* The distances arc every where distiiictlv marked 
by road-posts# 
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whence you depart, and with this document you 
will be funiished with fresh horses, every where, 
without the least delay. 

The national conveyances are a kibitka in winter, 
and a telega in summer. The former is much more 
expeditious and commodious tlian the latter. The 
exccll ence of the roads in winter contributes much to 
the celerity and pleasantness of the journey. Mat- 
tresses ace placed in the carriage, and you are as 
much at ease on them a.sif you were in bed. Travel- 
ling by sledges commences in Russia toward the 
end of November, and continues until the middle of 
April: As soon as a considerable quantity of snow 
has fallen, the frost prevails, and the weather be- 
comes very serene. At this period the roads are 
cleared by means of a triangular machine formed 
of planks, which is drawn by horses, and throw's 
off the snow on each Slide, at the same time level- 
ing the causeway, which becomes united and con- 
solidated by the frost. It is only at the com- 
mencement of spring, when the heat of the sun 
begins to thaw the snow, that these roads become 
unpleasant, especially near Moscow, on account 
of the number of carriages. Here the line of route 
assumes the appearance of a stormy sea, covered 
with immense w'avcs. 

The address of the Russian drivers is admira- 

rable : 
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rablc : with what superiority they manage flicir 
horses, and make even the most restive obey them, 
thougli but recently taken from the wild de- 
serts! These ])eople are gay, attentive; and du- 
ring the journey they are almost continually c'a 
roUng the national melodies. I low often among 
these bearded peasants may you distinguish the 
head of a Jupiter or a Mars! 

It is much to be desired that the advantages 
of travelling quick and cheap in Russia were com- 
bined with those of pleasure and comfort. This is 
a point in which hitherto improvememts have !)eeu 
very slowly made. In the first place the great roads, 
though very wide, are in general very bad, as w ell 
as the post carriages ; and the accommodations 
are still worse; so that the traveller w'ho is accus- 
tomed to good cheer and convenience, is obliged 
to travel in his own camape, and take along with 
him all his provisions and cooking utensils. There 
is no doubt that the Russian government will, 
without delay, bestow its consideration on this im- 
portant matter. 

The Russian mannertif yoking ami harnessing 
horses is quite different from that of other coun- 
tries. If we were to famine attentively the se- 
micircle, which is attached to the neck of the 
middle horse, 'VjS/n should perceive that it is not 

without 
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without its use, us, by holdiiij*' the load iu ec|uili- 
briuin, it keeps (he liorse firm in the shafts and 
prevents hini from deviating; either way. It is 
also certain that horses abri'ast w ill travel quicker 
than when yoked in line. The Russian diivc'is 
are very fond of tying; little bells to these semi- 
circles, which beinj^ heard afar oft' give notice to 
the relay-stations of the traveller’s approach. 


SUMMER 



SUMMER GARDEN, 


IN 


ST. PETERSBURG 


It is a factj tliat an En^li.sliman came to S(. P(;* 
lersburg only to ser tlie incloi.snre ol' tlic Smvtincr 
Garden. He viewed it with gTeat admiration, 
and returned directly to England, lie was an (H*- 
centric man; but, in trutli, this inclosnre is the 
handsomest in tlic world ; so it is estimated by all 
artists and amateurs of tlie tine arts. Evi'n the 
Romans and Greeks mij^lit have boasted f>f such 
a beautiful monument of taste and maf;ui(ieenee. 
AVho can look witliout admiration on those i)n- 
mense columns of granite, fourteen feet high, and 
four in diameter, placed on pedestals of the same 
stone? Those tlurty-.six columns, each cut out of 
one piece of granite and poli.shed like a mirror? 
Those va.ses and urns nesting on pillars ornamented 
with gold rings? those spires of the railing so 
so highly gilt? 

Its beauty, Iwlicn viewed from the otlior side 
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of (he Neva, appears still greater: the lustre of 
the columns, vies with the lively verdure of the 
tn'cs, which, interlacing their branches, form the 
rcseinblance of arches waving v ith the breeze, 
and dazzle the eyes with their grandeur. I'lns in- 
closure was built in 1784, by the great Catharine, 
and bounds the public garden on the side of tlie 
Neva. As it is valued for its workmanship,soisthe 
walk for its beaut v- The wide av('nues of large trees, 
or the shady retreats may aceonnnodatethe taste of 
every man. The famous Boulevards of Paris, the 
thick avenue of the Prado, and that of the Prater, 
must resign the palm to it. Here is presented to 
your eyes the noble Neva, covered with vessels full 
of the riches of foreign countries, anil maiiy hand- 
some coloured boats ; there the dreary ca.;.!es of 
St. Peter and St. Paul show tlieir gold majestic 
steeples in the smooth blue watci-; a little (iu ther 
on the now custom-house, w ith its obelisks, seems 
like a magniticent ancient temple, behind which 
rise the mo.st splendid buildings and palaces; 
whilst, on the other side, your vii'w rests on ver- 
dant gardens and charming country seats. In 
short, you are here in the middle of an oj)ul<M!t 
city, and yet respire the clear country air; you ad- 
mire the activity of the population and the mag- 
nificence of the capital, and at the same time you 
enjoy the solitude of the hermit! you behold the 
beauties of simple nature, and the astonishing 
works of art and human genius. 
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Come here on a night in May, or J unc, when 
perpetual liglit reigns, — come here and sit down 
under this ancient oak. When your eyes are ad- 
miring the clearness of the sky, your senses devour 
with avidity the freshness of the air, — when all is 
silent and your imagination alone is rambling. 
Echo brings from a distance plaintive and agree- 
able sounds, the harmony approaches by degrees 
towards you, and plunges your feelings into a 
melancholy sort of slumber ; your imagination 
Hies beyond the limits of this w'orld, and seems to 
hear the celest ial music : — suddenly the harmony 
of many loud according voices rouses you from 
the enchantment and gives you a new life. O 
dear remembrance of the days of these happy sen-' 
sations ! thou art still precious to me ! It is the 
ellect of reality produced by the Russian singers 
in the boat floating on the transparent surface 
of the Neva, which is one of the favourite amuse- 
ments of the Russians. This eflect is truly 
astonishing: as the adagio will plunge you into 
the deepest melancholy, so their gay songs will 
exalt you to the highest hilarity ! 

In St. Petersburg yon find a great many hand- 
some boats provided with tents and very well 
furnished ; the rowers of which are the singers. 
Friends with Iheir families on a fine day in 
June orJuly, ^ften form parties of plea We in 

one 
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one of these boals^ round the islands. 

Among these ten or twelve siiigers, one ge- 
nerally plays a Russian national instriuncut, 
mIucIi is like the clarionet ; another Ixnits a small 
drum, and a third the cymbals. Reing master- 
ly performed, these instruments harmonize per- 
fectly well with the voice on the water. Who 
Avoidd believe that these delightful sounds, 
worthy of a chorus of the best Italian musicians, 
are produced by peasants, who were never taught 
music, nor any instrument, but are the inspired 
scholars of Nature *. The expression of the 
Russian songs, and the softness of the language, 
are generally admired by fonngn musician.s, who 
have introduced many of these tunes v ith great 
success into their compositions 

A great part of the Russian ballads are the 
relation of warlike exploits, or of the love of their 
heroes of antiquity ; they are full of tender expres- 
sion, and sometimes of admirable poetry. In ge- 
neral they have the seal of Ossian’s genius. W e 

here 


* Generally the Russians have a disposition for music. Almost every 
one sings very well, and plays on the bafalaikay which is a kind of 
guitar, furnished with from two to four strings. To aflbrd an idra of the 
tone of this instrument, we have arranged the accompaniment to (he aii- 
flexed music as it is performed on the balalaika ; it may be placed on 
any other guitar. 



110 


SUMMER (TARDEN, 


licre present one of tlieir favorite national sonj^s, 
so beloved by all (lasses iii Russia: 1of;'<^tbor 
with its air ; it is rendered as near the original as 
possible. 


Jn freedom gny I hop’d to live, 

VV^ilii care a stranger to iny breast ; 

But now alas! I’m doom’d to grieve. 

To feel my licart with woe oppress’d. 

The sighs which thus my bosom move. 

The tears which thus my cheeks bedew. 

They say are fearful sins of love; 

Ah me ! they say what is too true. 

In parting, what but love gives pai’i.^ 

In meeting, what but love gives J 03^ t 
And what but love prompts envy’s train 
A helpleiss maiden to dcstro}^ ! 

E’en now, iny pure and virgin fame. 

Their cruel malice w^ould assail, 

But though they sport with my fair name. 

Such efforts nothing can avail. 

My heart a specious traitor prov’d;, 

Its flight was to myself unknown ; 

Un ask’d, a stranger, fondly lov’d. 

Without his leave — without niy own. 

Cease then, ye envious — cease to shower 
Your venom on my guiltless head ; 

And rather lend iny heart the power, 

To (juench the flame by which ’tis fed. 

Have you nol!|felt love’s potent charm I 
His painful, sweety tjnd boundless sway ? 

In 
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In pity then, Curbear to barm 
A wretch, who has become liis prey. 

Sooner your (iying liow'or sluill bloom. 
By bathing tears alone restor’d ; 

Or sunless, tlirivc, in eonstant gloom. 
Titan I live from my soul’s ador’d. 


Tlii.s side ftf’l lie g-arden reprt'so’. is llietjtiay offhe 
river I'^oiitalka, wiiich surromids it on the eastern 
side. Ill no part of the world are tlntre siieli rieh 
and handsome tjiiays of granite as in St. Peters- 
burg. For more than twenty-five miles the wharfs 
of the three rivers arc cov(‘red with lliis stone, and 
the public of St. Petersburg are grateful for these 
htuidsome foundations. The (|nay.s are sdvvays 
covered with people, and ik) season, no weather 
detains the Russians in their homes ; but in this 
garden they only walk in tin; summer months, 
when till' shade of the trees shelters them from 
the beams of the sun. No walk represents every 
day such a variidy of scenes as this gardim. From 
ten till tvvi'lve tlie seiuie presents an oppositi* {lie- 
tnre and a very agreeable spectiiele: The mea- 
dows are covered with groups of handsome eliil- 
dren with liieir muses. What a study for the 
painters! Here you behold in nature tlie angels 
of Rapliael and Rnhens ! At two o’clock the great 
alh'Y exhibits to your eyes luxury, niagnilicenee 
and beautv, undiu' different fbi'ins. This is the 

hour 
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liour for file la lies of St. Pefersburff to take a 
walk before tlieir dinner. At seven, men of biisi- 
nessaud nieeliauies here rest from thelabonrsof the 
day : at last the twilight veils all in mystery .... 

0(‘ file ji;-reat number of ornaments and dif- 
ferent amusements it! this oarden, such aseascades, 
fountains, <&c. tliere remain only a handsome 
<ji-otto, covered with stu'ils; some Italian marble 
statues and busts well executed, as representing 
Religion and Law, w hich are the ivork of the fa- 
mous Cordaliny : and the house built on the same 
.spot, where stood the summer palace of Peter the 
Great. The remembrance, that this garden was 
planted by this monarch himself in 1711, renders 
it still more agreeable and dear to the U»is.sians. 


FINIS 


Printer, St. Ann’i Lajie, London. 






